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CHURCHES TOGETHER 


THE Anglican vicar of St 
Mary’s, Cippenham, Michael 
Westney is sharing a seat with 
his Roman Catholic colleague, 
the Revd Tim Russ (right). 
But they and their respective 
congregations have also shared 
a church building since 
1970. 

This issue of The DOOR is 
another small step in that joint 
pilgrimage and a celebration 
of the new Churches Together 
bodies which come into being 
on September 1. They stem 
from a process called 
‘Pilgrims not strangers ’which 
started with the 1986 Lent 
course ‘What on earth is the 
Church for?’ and from ‘The 
Stan wick Declaration’ which 
said that the way forward for 
all Christians in Britain andl 
Ireland was “from cooperation 
to clear commitment to each 
other, in search of the unity for 
which Christ prayed and in 
common evangelism and ser- 
vice of the world.” 
world.” 

Inside The DOOR John 
Reardon, Secretary of the new 
Council of Churches for Bri- 
tain explains the significance 
of the new bodies (page 8). 
Father Edward Yarnold 
challenges us to get to know 
one another better (page 6) 
and Gethin Abraham- 
Williams explains why Milton 
Keynes is the most ecumeni- 
cally minded city in the coun- 
try. We also open the door on 
the Brunner’s ecumenical mar- 
riage (page 5). “We are all 
Christians ... all Pilgrims” 
Hugo Brunner reminds us and 
that is what this DOOR is all 
about. 



Welcome, Archbishop George! 



The Rt Revd George Carey. 


SO the new Archbishop of 
Canterbury is to be the present 
Bishop of Bath and Wells. That 
was unexpected, but not amaz- 
ing. What is amazing is that he 
is the son of an East End hospital 
porter, and left school without 
any qualifications whatever. It 
was not until an experience of 
conversion to Christ liberated 
hitherto invisible potential that 
anyone began to think of George 
as a highly intelligent human be- 
ing with a flair for academic 
study. 

There followed — after a call 
to the Christian ministry — a 
first degree in theology, a 
Master’s degree and finally a 
doctorate. So the new Arch- 
bishop might one day become 
the patron saint of Late Starters 
and Slow Developers. 

I have known him since he 
was a curate in Islington, north 
London. He w$s already being 
picked out as a young clergyman 
of great promise. Since then I 
have followed his career with in- 
terest: theological college lec- 
turer (twice over), vicar of a city 
centre parish in Durham that ex- 
perienced spiritual renewal dur- 
ing his ministry there, principal 
of Trinity College, Bristol, and 
then diocesan bishop. 

His friends would all agree 
that he has not changed one 
scrap in personality during that 


time. He is, as they say, a ‘peo- 
ple person’, happiest with ‘or- 
dinary’ folk, and a natural good 
mixer. But he has remained all 
through those years a man of 
strong faith and carefully 


thought out convictions— not 
doctrinaire or inflexible, but 
confident of his own faith and 
concerned above all else to 
strengthen and affirm the faith 
of others. 


He is also a brave man, 
especially in his openness. His 
willingness, as an evangelical, 
to take Catholic theology and 
spirituality seriously cost him 
some erstwhile admirers in the 
protestant camp. His commit- 
ment to the ordination of 
women, his insistence that the 
Bible should be received 
dynamically rather than with a 
wooden literalism, and his open- 
ness to the charismatic move- 
ment are all indications of a man 
who is not afraid to adapt his ap- 
proach when truth and ex- 
perience persuade him it is right 
to do so. 

George is a family man. His 
wife continued to work, even if 
only part-time, as a nurse after 
they moved to the Bishop’s 
palace at Wells. Lambeth Palace 
has had many distinguished oc- 
cupants over the years. I think 
the Carey family will establish 
a relaxed regime, with plenty of 
laughter. 

The Church of England can 
look forward to a primacy mark- 
ed by the common touch — and 
an uncommonly gifted chief 
pastor. 

David Winter 

The Revd David Winter is The 
Bishop of Oxford ’s Officer for 
Evangelism. 


Careful and 
creative 
investments 
to help build 
a better world 


An opportunity to invest 
directly in alternative 
production and marketing 
for Third World 
communities. Please write 
or phone for our 
information sheet: 

One Village, 

Charlbury, Oxford 0X7 3SQ 
Phone 0993 812 866 


At one villageyou can 

find ikat bedcovers from 
Andhra Pradesh, batik 
quilt covers from 
Madras, bedside rugs 
from the Himalayas. 

Come and see what 
else you can find. 

onevillag^^ 

TheV\forld Shop ^ 


ON THE A34 IN WOODSTOCK- OXFORD 
& REGENT ARCADE CHELTENHAM 

ONLY FROM COOPS & COMMUNITY ENTERPRISES WORLDWIDE 
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VOLUNTEER READING HELP 

Volunteers needed to help Children who are slow learning 
to read. Twice a week in Oxford City Schools. Any age, no 
qualifications needed. 

Please phone Jan White, Oxford 778325 or write SN 
Resources Centre, East Oxford School, Union Street, Oxford. 



RYDAL HALL 

RETREAT & HOLIDAY PROGRAMME 1990 
Carlisle Diocesan Conference and Retreat Centre, 
Rydal Hall, Ambleside, LA22 9LX 
Telephone: 05394 32050 

Apply to the Warden, Revd Peter Walker, Rydal Hall 
September 10-14 Painting and Prayer Retreat: Chaplain: Revd. John Ansell 
and Tutor: Clair Taylor £109 

September 14-16 Rambling Prayer Retreat: Br. Roderick S.S.M. £48 
October 15-19 Priest’s Retreat: Rev. Alan Eccleston £95 

22-26 “Autumn Break” — (tariff on request) 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours Service, Private Hire Cars. 

Also available: 

MONUMENTAL MASON 

Personal, caring service 

67 St. Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 


ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising 
in the tranquilliser-free care of patients with 
Alzheimer's disease. We have qualified and ex- 
perienced staff, large gardens and grounds, and 
beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to 
show you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD. 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 



DIOCESAN SYNOD 


Out of (South) Africa 


IT was a slightly self-conscious 
Oxford Diocesan Synod on June 
23 that began by singing African 
freedom songs, clutching tam- 
bourines and swaying to a beat 
that almost overcame our stuf- 
finess. But it set the scene, and 
television cameras present (pro- 
bably for the first time in the life 
of this Diocesan Synod) to cap- 
ture the debate on the transfer of 
our investments, came to life 
earlier than they expected. 

The first debate, on the failure 
of the ‘One per cent appeal’ was 
in effect a re-launch of an old 
theme, under the name of 
‘Christian Concern for One 
World’. “It has been too easy 
in the past few years for the 
Church in general, including this 
Diocese, to pass a resolution but 
do nothing else,’’ claimed one 
speaker. Though what else we 
were being asked to do, apart 
from sing African freedom 
songs, was a little difficult to 
discern. We now have a full- 
time officer, Canon Christopher 
Hall, to tell us. No doubt he 
will, given time. 

The big debate of the morn- 
ing, which at one point looked 
like taking place outside on the 
lawn because of a fire alarm, 
was the proposal from the stand- 
ing committee to withdraw 
Diocesan funds from the Central 
Board of Finance and place them 
with the Amity Fund, a ‘Green’ 
or ‘Ethical’ investment fund. 
With television cameras rolling, 
and national interest in the out- 
come, it produced one of the 
finest debates I have attended. 

Going outside the formal 
business of the Synod, as part of 
the annual meeting of the Board 
of Finance, the chairman, Mr 
George Hammond told the 
Synod that the directors had 
been engaged for some years in 
a discussion with the Central 
Board of Finance over the ques- 
tion whether the CBF would be 
prepared to meet the ethical 
criteria specified by the Diocese 
in relation to our policy of dis- 
investment in South Africa. He 
stressed that on financial 
grounds alone, he would recom- 
mend the move. 

The Bishop of Oxford spoke 
strongly in support of the move, 
reminding the Synod of Nelson 
Mandela’s words: “Everything 
that sanctions set out to achieve 
has still to be achieved’’. Offer- 
ing to send a telegram to the 
State President of South Africa 
explaining the action and sup- 
porting his reforms, he said: 
“There is no evidence that these 
reforms are permanent.’’ 


When the decision came, it 
was overwhelmingly in favour, 
with only two or three people 
voting against. 

After lunch, and with the 
television cameras departed, two 
other major issues were debated. 
The first, introduced by the 
Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd Simon Burrows, 
highlighted a serious shortage of 
clergy in the Diocese, and call- 
ed for a vigorous recruiting 
drive. “Perhaps there should be 
a policy of conscription: ‘You, 
you and you’!’’ Again, the mo- 
tion was carried. 

Finally, the proposal that had 
been giving the Organisation 


and Resources Committee an 
anxious time was put, in a most 
professional and careful way, to 
those Synod members with 
stamina enough to have stayed 
the course thus far. The proposal 
to extend Church House at a cost 
of £450,000 was debated — seen 
to be the most cost-effective op- 
tion, given that the Schools 
Department lives a Trappist ex- 
istence in the wilderness of 
Forest Hill, and wants to return 
to the fold. 

The cost would be reduced to 
£250,000 through the sale of the 
Forest Hill property, and the 
resultant Church House would 
not be accommodation of a 


After the Synod the Bishop of Oxford sent this telegram 
to the State President of South Africa, Mr F. W. de Klerk. 


higher quality, but simply a cen- 
tre of specialist ministry which 
met the basic needs of the users. 

The Synod also said “good- 
bye and thank you’’? to Mr 
George Hammond, retiring as 
Chairman of the Diocesan Board 
of Finance. His place will most 
likely to be taken by John Pro- 
dger, the present vice-chairman. 

As a senior personnel 
manager, Mr Prodger has 
recently been seen around 
Church House looking at staff- 
ing. So effective has been his 
impact that a new word has been 
introduced into Church house 
language — to be ‘Prodgered’! 

Richard Thomas 
The Revd Richard Thomas is 
Diocesan Communications 
Officer. 


Dear President de Klerk . . . 


Dear Mr de Klerk, 

On behalf of the Synod of the Diocese of Ox- 
ford, I wanted to send you a word of encourage- 
ment for what you are trying to do in bringing 
about a change in South Africa. We recognise 
your sincerity, conviction, and courage. 

As soon as we hear from representative black 
leaders in South Africa that the process of change 
is irreversible, we shall be amongst the first to 
call on businessmen to invest all they can in South 
Africa, a country with a great future. However, 
until then we intend to maintain economic 


pressure in all forms. Indeed, the Diocese has 
recently reinvested its own funds in a way that 
makes this point quite clearly. 

We hope this and similar actions will help to 
convince your opponents that the abolition of 
apartheid will lead to economic prosperity, and 
any slowing up of the process will result in 
economic hardship. We wish to do all we can to 
support your work for fundamental change. 

Please be assured of our prayers at this crucial 
time for you and your country. 

Yours sincerely, 
Richard Oxon. 
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IT isn’t every day that the Archbishop of Canterbury drops in for tea. But on June 
26 Dr Robert Runcie called on the 20 residents of Ellesborough Manor near Wendover 
and formally declared their newly refurbished accommodation open. The Manor has 
been a church of England retirement home for clergy and their wives or widows since 
1949. The recent renovations have provided en suite facilities, a new chapel and kit- 
chen and a lift. Pictured with the Archbishop is Mrs Hill, whose husband was once 
Vicar of Great Hampden. 


BETTER HEALTH PRODUCTS 

offer you a 

BETTER HEALTH 
SERVICE 

Send for our 

FREE 

SELF-ASSESSMENT 

HEALTH 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

If you don't score top marks 

HELP 

(Herb Enhanced Life Plans) 

IS AT HAND 

Herbal toning and balancing of body systems brings .great 
benefit, as does the purifying of tap water for drinking 
and cooking purposes. 

(Business opportunity available. Our TEN TALENTS 
TEAM concept may be your passport to a more fulfilling 
future). 


Please send . . . free Health Questionnaires 
Water Purification information pack 
Herbal Remedy Information Pack 
Ten Talents Team information pack 

I enclose a stamped addressed envelope. 

Name 

Address 


Telephone Number 

Please use plain paper if you wish to keep your copy of The Door 
intact. 


GLOBAL TRAVEL 
CLUB LTD 

BELIZE, CENTRAL AMERICA 

21 day Rainforest and Barrier Reef tour of this 
natural tropical paradise. £1,595 fully in- 
clusive. Escorted throughout. 

TEL: 0268 541732 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE , 

★ MoT TESTING STATIOT^ AS 
Quality and Reliability at ^ SEEN 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340463 


A B &T a pfy 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
0X8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy widows 

Terry's Cross is now offering 
holiday accommodation and full 
board for clergy families. 
Double bedroom in country 
house set in 6 acres of glorious 
garden, wonderful views. 

RATES £80 per single 
£150 per double 


Miss Warner 


please 

0273-' 


492821 


FRANSANN 


Caulcott 

Custom made traditional 

quality joinery and 
furniture/fitted units, 
conservatories, stairs. 


windows etc 

(vTfXl 

cv> Telephone: 

2) Mr Sutton 

Mau 

\ on 


Middleton 


Stoney 

l (086989) 342 

Lift 

Est 1974 
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Ecumenism for Lent 


Towards a 
greener 
commitment 

HELPING Christians to become 
more aware of the relationship 
between their faith and the 
whole of creation, and en- 
couraging debate and action on 
environmental issues, are 
amoung the newly agreed list of 
aims and objectives of the 
Diocese of Oxford Faith and En- 
vironment Group. 

The group, which includes 
both clergy and laity, now meets 
regularly. It came into existence 
after the Faith and Ecology con- 
ference last September, when 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
said: “Man, the endangered 
species, has now become the en- 
dangering species. 

“There were five of us from 
the three counties there, and we 
had our first meeting in Canter- 
bury before setting off for 
home,” said Michael Crowther- 
Green, one of the founder 
members. 

On June 18 the statement was 
accepted by the Diocesan Board 
of Social Responsibility under 
the chairmanship of the Bishop 
of Oxford. 

There will be an open meeting 
at St Mary's House , The Butts, 
Reading on October 18 on the 
subject of ‘What has the pollu- 
tion of the atmosphere to do with 
church on Sunday ? ’ at 7. 30pm. 
Further details from Michael 
Crowther-Green on 0734 
872502. 

Marching 
for Jesus 

CHRISTIANS all over the 
country will be gathering on 
September 15 to March for 
Jesus. Thousands of people of 
all denominations will be mar- 
ching and praying at the same 
time in their villages, towns and 
suburbs. Unlike last year’s large 
city-based marches, the em-> 
phasis this year is to march 
where you live. 

This year’s march coincides 
with the 50th Anniversary of the 
Battle of Britain when Britons 
fought for their future. The 
organisers hope that in 1990 
Christians will show the same 
determination in prayer for our 
children’s future. 

The BBC will feature a selec- 
tion of Marches for Jesus on 
Songs of Praise on Sunday 
September 16. 

Over 20 marches are taking 
place in the Oxford Diocese. 
For details see page 19. 


A NEW Lent course is one of 
the first ‘Churches Together’ 
projects to be launched by the 
Oxford Diocese. The Decade of 
Evangelism — First Steps will . 
be available by the £nd of this 
year and will run during Lent 
1991. 

It has been developed by the 
Revd Richard Thomas, 
Diocesan Communications Of- 
ficer, and the Revd David 
Winter, the Bishop’s Officer for 
Evangelism, in association with 
Michael Apichella of BBC 
Radio Oxford’s Spirit Level and 


THE Oxford Diocese has reach- 
ed its Church Urban Fund Ap- 
peal target of £IV . 2 million. Of 
this, V /2 million has come from 
central Diocesan reserves, and 
the rest from the parishes. A fur- 
ther £75,000 has been given to 
Church Action on Poverty. 

“ ‘Well done’ seems hardly 
sufficient,’’ said Brian Ebbs, a 
director of the Diocesan Appeal. 
“Perhaps it is more appropriate 
for me to say, on behalf of the 
Urban Priority Areas who will 


CHRIST Church is to have a 
new Dean. He is to be the Revd 
John Drury, who is at present 
the Dean of King’s College, 
Cambridge. The appointment 
was announced on August 7 and 
will take effect from September 
1991 , after the retirement of the 
Very Revd Eric Heaton. 

The position is a unique one 
because the Dean of Christ 
Church is academic head of the 
college and also in charge of the 
Cathedral. 

Dr Drury is well qualified for 
the dual role. A distinguished 
New Testament scholar with a 
particular interest in the relation- 
ship between religion and 
literature, he has held 
fellowships at both Oxford and 
Cambridge, lectured in religious 
studies at the University of Kent, 
and been a Canon of Norwich 


the Revd Alan Smith of New 
Road Baptist Church, Oxford. 
BBC Radio Oxford will broad- 
cast the course, and each pro- 
gramme will be followed by an 
evening phone-in and discussion 
panel. 

The six-session course, one 
for each week of Lent, will in- 
clude a cassette of the radio 
broadcasts, study material, 
leader’s notes and a specially- 
made video highlighting ex- 
amples discussed in the broad- 
cast. It has three broad aims: to 
look at practical ways churches 


benefit from your generosity, a 
simple ‘Thankyou’.’’ 
Contributions, he says, have 
included many a widow’s mite 
like the £5 given by a nurse on 
furlough from an African 
leprosarium — the equivalent of 
her week’s wages “I have also 
noted with pleasure the 
paragliding and parachuting pur- 
suits of clergy and laity, mixed 
with garden parties, sponsored 
this and sponsored that, plus a 
lot of straightforward giving, 


Cathedral. His book, The Bur- 
ning Bush was the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s Lent Book this 
year. 

John Drury is no stranger to 
this Diocese. A former chaplain 
and fellow of Exeter College, he 
is also a close friend of the 
Bishop of Oxford and godfather 
to his son. 


Cricket Cup 

THE Church Times Cup final at 
Southgate, London on 
September 6 at 12 noon will be 
a repeat of last year’s and the 
Oxford Diocesan Cricket team 
will again do battle with the 
Rochester Diocese. On July 31 
they successfully beat Liverpool 
by a comfortable margin. 


and individuals approach 
evangelism to explore ways of 
presenting the Christian faith to 
those outside the Church, and to 
tackle the deeper theological 
issues and implications. 

The Decade of Evangelism — 
First Steps should be available 
towards the end of the year for 
about £20. If you would like fur- 
ther information, or to place an 
advance order, write to: Lent 
1991, Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB, or 
telephone Richard Thomas on 
0865 244566. 


and let’s not forget the Bishop’s 
sponsored walk last year.’’ 

Our contribution is the highest 
amount given by any Diocese, 
and money is continuing to 
come in. However, the Oxford 
Diocese is not only one of the 
largest but one of the wealthiest; 
and only one in six of the Ur- 
ban Priority Area applications 
have been funded because there 
is not enough money to meet the 
needs of even the most 
worthwhile projects. 

“Yes you did it, but the task 
is not over. One could say it 
began with the words ‘In as 
much as you have done it unto 
one of those the least of my 
brethren you have done it unto 
me.’ Would it be wrong to say 
that if we fail to carry on we 
would ignore those words!” 
Brian Ebbs said. 

Unaudited accounts have been 
posted to all parish treasurers, 
rural deans and CUF co- 
ordinators and promoters. The 
auditor’s certificate will be 
published in The DOOR in due 
course. 

Job for Jesus 

JOB for Jesus is a new 
ecumenical group which en- 
courages people to use their 
God-given gifts such as knitting, 
toy-making, hobbies or han- 
dicrafts to help others in need. 
The launch is at 10.45am at St 
Mary’s House, Chain Street, 
Reading on September 19, 
preceded by a service at St 
Mary’s, the Butts. More details 
from Mrs Gladys Bicknell, 0734 
413007. 


Well done, thank 
you — keep going! 


New Dean appointed 
at Christ Church 


GLOBAL WINDOW 

by Peter King 

God's earth - 

- our home 


IS there something which the Church can 
offer towards the healing of the Earth; 
something to go alongside its involvement 
in the various Green movements of our 
time? I’m sure that most of us will agree 
that the Church has something to contribute 
here, although we may be less sure precise- 
ly what a predominantly human-centred 
community and its faith can offer in face 
of a crisis for which, part, we ourselves 
are responsible. 

Two experiences this summer have 
focused even more clearly for me the con- 
tribution of the Church to the healing of 
our planet. Firstly, I came across a 
remarkable document. The history of 
Christianity is marked by suspicion of, and 
sometimes outright hostility towards, the 
scientific community. Yet a document is 
at present in circulation throughout the 
scientific and religious communities of the 
world (Preserving & Cherishing the Earth; 
An Appeal For Joint Commitment in 
Science & Religion. Excerpts and article 
in Christianity & Crisis, May 14, 1990.) 
which offers the Church, and indeed all 
religious traditions, the challenge: “To 
commit in word and deed, and as boldly 
as is required, to preserve the environment 
of the earth. 

The document continues: “As scientists, 
many of us have had profound experiences 
of awe and wonder before the universe. We 
understand that what is regarded as sacred 


is more likely to be treated with care and 
respect. Our planetary home should be so 
regarded. Efforts to safeguard and cherish 
the environment need to be infused with a 
vision of the sacred.” 

And so, the ball is in our court. As the 
document also observes: “The historical 
record makes clear that religious teaching, 
example, and leadership are powerfully 
able to influence personal conduct and 
commitment. ’ ’ That means each one of us 
has a responsibility to nurture in those 
around us, and in our wider community,, 
a sense of awe and wonder at our God- 
given, and God-infused, planetary home. 

Secondly, I attended a talk given by the 
American Dominican, Matthew Fox. Fox 
is tne author ot a number of books calling 
the Church to a rediscovery of a neglected 
strand in scripture and tradition — that of 
‘Original Blessing’ or ‘Creation Centred 
Spirituality’. Referring us to the Old Testa- 
ment ‘Wisdom’ literature and to such New 
Testament passages as Romans 8, Ephe- 
sians 1 , and Colossians 1 , Fox is concern- 
ed to point out that Christianity is not 
unanimous in its disavowal of the natural 
world. Fox believes that a single-minded 
focus on the fallenness of our world has 
led to a rejection of much that is good and 
full of ‘Original Blessing’. Whilst I would 
not accept all that Fox has to say, never- 
theless I believe that his work is one 
valuable and important response to the 


scientists’ challenge. Matthew Fox: 
Original Blessing (Bear & Co, £8.50); The 
Coming of the Cosmic Christ (Harper & 
Row). 

Where does that leave the Church? I 
would suggest that it calls us to look again 
at how we see God’s relationship to the 
creation. We often tend to look on those 
religious traditions with a sense of the 
sacredness of the earth as “primitive” — 
eg our attitude towards the Australian 
Aboriginal or American Indian. Yet faced 
with the challenge of the scientists, and 
Fox’s re-examination of our own tradition, 
it might just be that in fact it is ourselves 
in the Church who are more deserving of 
that label. What do you think! 

The Revd Peter C. King is Minister of 
Eynsham Baptist Church near Oxford. 


About AIDS 

WEST Berkshire Health Authority is plan- 
ning three HIV/ AIDS awareness seminars 
for clergy and lay people. The project 
follows a pilot scheme in East Berkshire 
and consultations with local industrial 
chaplians and the Reading Area AIDS 
Support Group, and seminars, in That- 
cham, Reading and Lower Earley, will be 
on the first three Saturdays in November. 
Further details from the Industrial 
Chaplain from Reading. David Clark on 
0734 471909. 



Flowers for people 

THE Christ Church Flower Festival in July not only attracted 
hundreds of visitors but also raised more than £8,000 for 
the Church Urban Fund. One of the most beautiful crea- 
tions was dedicated at St Frideswide, and included a hessian 
figure of the saint surrounded by flowers illustrating details 
of her life. Admiring the arrangement by Muriel Hancock, 
June Jenkins and Kathleen Simmonds of Woodley Flower 
Club, are the Festival designer, Mrs Jill Findlay, and Col- 
onel Eric Wilkins, chairman of the Festival committee. Photo: 
Frank Blackwell. 

One world tomorrow 


‘SPEAK Up For Tomorrow’s 
World’ is the theme of this 
year’s One World Week from 
October 21 to 28. 

It is an opportunity to get 
together, with Christians and 
non-Christians, with colleagues 
and young people, in schools, 
town halls or at home and learn 
about the world we live in. 

Events might vary from a 
small meeting in your living 



room to a week-long public ex- 
travaganza, or you might 
organise an exhibition, an inter- 
view on local radio, or a One 
World supper. An action guide 
is obtainable from One World 
Week, PO Box 100, London 
SE1 7RT, tel: 071-620 4444. If 
you are planning an event in 
your area please send or 
telephone details to The DOOR 
before September 10. We hope 
to compile a Diocesan What’s 
on in One World Week. 


brid 


New Rural Dean 

THE Revd Chris Clarke, Rec- 
tor in the Bracknell Team 
Ministry, has been appointed 
Rural Dean of Bracknell 
suceeding the Revd Christopher 
Hewetson who is moving to the 
parish of Headington Quarry, 
Oxford. 



HAPPY IN 


THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers sup- 
port and specialised care to its more elderly pensioners, including 
clergy widows and church workers retired from the stipendiary 
ministry. 

Running 8 residential and nursing homes the Board offers security 
and peace of mind at a time of life when it is most needed. 

A further home is scheduled for completion during 1991, but in order 
to cope with the growing number of our pensioners we must con- 
tinue this much needed work by planning and building new homes. 

We rely on support from donations, deeds of covenant and legacies. 

Please help us to give a little Extra Care 

To: The Secretary, The Church of England Pensions Board 
7 Little College Street, London SW1P 3SF 

I enclose my donation of £. 

Please send me: 

□ Further details of your work 

□ Information on Deed of Covenant/Annual 
Donation/Payroll Giving 

□ A form of words to remember the Pension Board in my 
will 


Name 
Address . 


Reg. Charity no. 236627 


td/9 
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£14 MILLI 



In an increasingly competitive com- 
mercial world, we never lose sight of our 
moral obligations. 

...AND 

Although we’re a modern insurance 
group operating on an international basis, 
we’ve never forgotten the roots that gave us 


our name. 


STILL 

So, our success as an insurance and 
investment group will always benefit Church 
funds directly. 

Including this year’s charitable grants, 
this means we have now donated some 


£14 million. 


COUNTING 

For the future, you can count on our 
continuing efforts to improve on that 
performance. 

(ID ecclesiastical 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Eastern Region Abbeygate House, 164-167 East Road, Cambridge CB1 1DB. Telephone: Cambridge (0223) 460611 


Berkshire Funeral 
Services 

Private Chapels, 24 Hours 
Service, Private Hire Cars 
Also available: 
MONUMENTAL MASON 
Personal, caring service 
67 St Mark’s Road, Maidenhead 
Berks S16 6DP 
Telephone: 0628 777899 
Under the personal attention of 
Alan Cattermole 



ST GEORGE’S 
CRYPT, LEEDS 


Due to unforeseen developments we 
have TWO vacancies in our team of 
MEN S STAFF to care for the 
homeless at the Crypt for one to three 
years. Applicants should feel 
especially called for this work and 
may well be considering a call 
eventually to the Ordained Ministry 
of Social Work. 

Please write with details to: 

The General Secretary, 

St George’s Crypt, 

Great George Street, Leeds, 2. 
Telephone: 0532-459061. 


AUTHORS 

Your book Published 

All subjects. Fiction, 
biography, travel, 
religious works. We 
advise, edit, publish and 
distribute. 

Details: 

EXCALIBUR 

PRESS 

13 Knightsbridge Green 
London SW1X 7QL 


Borrowed Time 
Extended 

The Autobiography of 
Canon John Houghton 

Price: £3. 50 carriage paid 
From: 

St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 
50 Church Street 
W0LVERT0N MK12 5JW 
Tel: 0908 221331 


Why are people moving into CCHA Housing retirement properties? 


“Now we know miracles 
really do happen ~ 
£15,000 was all 
we needed to 
move into the 
home of our 
dreams!" 


A CCHA Housing retirement property could be yours for a For further information, please return the whole coup on and 

minimum initial payment of only £15,000, plus a weekly rent send to: CCHA Housing, FREEPOST (CV 948) PO Box 

which may qualify for DSS support*. When you move out of the 160. Coventry CV3 4BR. NO STAMP REQUIRED! 

property, your initial payment is returned - plus a part of Please send me details of your unique scheme and your 
any increase in the property’s value. development in Chipping Norton. 

This is a genuine offer, but if it sounds too good to be true, 

find out more by returning the coupon, or call our Hotline on Name ; 

0203 505366 or 0203 501592 during office hours (8.30am ~ Address 
4.30pm Mon~Fri). 

Please tick the appropriate boxes belowlZ 

Do you have a property to sell, Yes □, No □. 

Is your property worth more than £65,000? □. •• 

Is your property worth less than £65,000? □. 

This offer is open on the development at Millview, Chipping 

Norton - but hurry, only a few properties remaining. Postcode .> 

Telephone 

*■ Please give your phone number. 

v\ Offer applies as long as you are able to complete vwttwi 8 weeks from reservation - 

whether you have a property to sell or not. 

CCHA^HOUSING * Subject to status TD 9/90 



ALLAN WARDLE mbhi 

All types of clock restoration and 
repair , including dial and case repairs. 

Specialising in Longcase ( Grandfather ) 

Carriage and Striking clocks 

Collection and delivery available. 

Ickford (08447) 445 

(Two miles from Junction 7 on M40) 

Chapel Cottage, Sheldon Road 
Ickford, Nr Aylesbury 
Bucks, HP18 9HY 



3 


BVJB E A U M 0 N T VICTORIA 


m odalling dii 


You not only need self motivation, determination and confidence but 
encouragement and direction from a professional source. 

Beaumont Victoria offer you such help and together with us you may 
fulfil your aspiration of a career in the competitive world of modelling. 

For an interview telephone: 


0865 793574 / 0836 649980 


s qUR OW/V 




\/ SUPPLIED 

^ & PRINTED 

We specialise in supplying and screenprinting 
superior quality T-shirts and Sweatshirts. All 
children's and adult sizes in many colours. 
Cloth badges, plastic car stickers, hats, ties, 
etc also supplied. 

Fast service. Low minimum quantity. 
Contact us for brochure and price list (no 
stamp required) 

MEROX T SHIRTS, FREEPOST 
BOURNEMOUTH BH11 8BR 
Tel: (0202) 571210 (24 hours) 



//:c 7 ION OV ^ 

LAND HERITAGE is actively acquiring farms for 
others to farm organically as tenants. The Trust 
already owns three farms and urgently needs 
funds to buy more and also prevent other ex- 
isting organic farms from being lost. Help us to 
restore Britain's farmland to organic husbandry. 
Please write for information or send a donation 
to: 

The Chairman, Land Heritage, 
Wellington, Somerset 
or phone 0823 667764 


Registered Charity No. 326426 


Name .... 
Address. 


Britain's Leading Housing Association 


I 


THERE HAS 
NEVER BEEN A 
BETTER TIME TO 
BUILD 




Extensions 
Conservatories 

Kitchens ^ 

Bathrooms 

Refurbishments and Decorating 

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL 
AND DOMESTIC CONTRACTS 
UNDERTAKEN 

THE BUILDING 
COMPANY 

(Est 25 years) 

FREE ESTIMATES WITHIN 48 HOURS 

Telephone: (0276) 79707 
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Pilgrims in their own way 


Hugo 


4 MY father came from a 
long line of Unitarians. 

My great, great grand- 
father was born in Switzerland 
and migrated to Lancashire, and 
from then on until my father’s* 
generation the Brunner family 
was a Unitarian one. My father 
was much involved in Channing 
School in London, a Unitarian 
school, and in Manchester Col- 
lege, Oxford. 

I was brought up in Rother- 
field Greys, near Henley. My 
mother has always been an 
Anglican and we were regular 
churchgoers in the parish. But 
1 was prepared for Confirmation ^ 
at school and then for the first ^ 
time I was really confronted 55 




tyb of:*. 


Hugo and Mary 
Rose Brunner 


with the Gospel. While I was 
still a schoolboy, a friend of 
mine, who is now a Rector in 
Derbyshire, also invited me to 
Christian camps. So it was in 
that period that I became com- 
mitted as a Christian and an 
Anglican. 

After Trinity College, Ox- 
ford, I went to work for the Ox- 
ford University Press in South 
East Asia, and became involv- 
ed in various Christian and 
social projects in Hong Kong. I 
also met Bishop Hall there — a 
wonderful character who had 
been Bishop in China for years 
and then in Hong Kong. His son 
Christopher is just coming to 
live and work in the Diocese. 

Mary Rose and I were mar- 
ried in 1967 in a Roman 
Catholic Church in Henley. It 
was very important to me that I 
should marry a Christian. That 
ours is a mixed marriage is a 
challenge to us both. It presented 
a difficulty to me right at the 
beginning. At that time the 
Catholic Church required the 
non-Catholic partner to sign a 
document undertaking not to 
stand in the way of any children 
being brought up as Roman 
Catholics. Our children are in 
fact Roman Catholics, but I was 
successfully resistant to putting 
my signature on the dotted line. 

We go together on Sundays to 
Blackfriars, the Roman Catholic 
Dominican House in Oxford, 
and I also usually go to a service 
at St Giles’, my own parish 
church. Mary Rose doesn’t 
often worship with me in 
Anglican churches but, for ex- 
ample, she came to the carols at 
Christmas and sometimes goes 
with me to the local church 
when we are on holiday. Since 
we married there have been lots 
of things which have put 
Anglicans and Catholics on a 
converging path. For example 
the greater emphasis on the 
Eucharist in the Anglican 
Church, the quite wide practice 
now of Communion in both 
kinds of Roman Catholic chur- 
ches and, of course, the use of 
English generally in Roman, 
Catholic Masses. 

But of course there is a dif- 
ference in that the Roman 
Catholic Church has traditional- 
ly taught that it is THE Church, 
and we don’t tell ourselves this 
in the Anglican Church. 

Until I left Chatto & Windus 
five years ago I was very fully 
occupied as a publisher, and 
didn’t have much time for 
anything else outside the fami- 
ly . Now- -kfnake* time- for vokm- - 


tary work like the Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon Appeal and 
the Diocesan Advisory Commit- 
tee for the Care of Churches. A 
central challenge for the Com- 
mittee is to resolve the tension 
which often exists between chur- 
ches as houses of God and chur- 
ches as historic buildings, in 
which Christians of all persua- 
sipns, and those who aren’t 
Christians at all, have an in- 
terest, at the very least as tax 
payers. 

I see life as all of a piece, and 
all the parts do relate to a cen- 
tral Christian belief. I probably 
don’t do certain things because 
it doesn’t fit in with that basic 
approach, and do things which 
do seem to be a practici expres- 
sion of faith. The whole Chris- 
tian hope is based on eternal life, 
and therefore one has to see life 
on this earth in that context and 
not set too much store by any 
worldly success because it is 
fundamentally of very little im- 
portance. Looking at it more 
positively, I feel one must use 
one’s time to help other people 
in various ways and make a 
positive contribution to life. 

As for my own position in the 
Anglican Church, all I can say 
is that I feel very happy at St 
Giles. It is prayerful and out- 
ward looking, it inspires loyal- 
ty to and affection for the 
Anglican Church that is impor- 
tant to me. Yet I am positively 
indifferent to denominational 
and party exclusiveness. I 
always try to emphasise the 
things which Christians have in 
common — the fundamentals of 
doctrine as set out in the Creeds. 
I rejoice to be able to affirm the 
same beliefs in whichever com- 
munity I worship. Beyond that, 
I think one shouldn’t define 
things too closely. We are 
all Christians, members 
of the Church, all 
pilgrims. 

Hugo Brunner was born in Lon- 
don but has spent much of his 
life in Oxfordshire. As a child he 
lived at Rotherfield Greys, near 
Henley. He was a student at Ox- 
ford University and then, with 
his family, came back to live in 
Oxford in 1977. Until five years 
ago he was a full-time publisher 
and is still very much involved 
in publishing and is also chair- 
man of Caithness Glass. He has 
fought two general elections as 
a liberal candidate. In 1 988 he 
was Sheriff of Oxfordshire, and 
he is now chairman of the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee 
.fpfjbe Care of Churches. 


Mary Rose 

g I’M a so-called cradle 
Catholic. My father was 
from a family that had 
become Roman Catholic with 
Newman. My mother was con- 
verted after meeting my father 
at the Slade School of Art when 
she was 18, and was so oppress- 
ed by the idea of death, and go- 
ing out like a candle that she 
almost broke down. 

My parents were very devout. 

I remember as a small child, 
looking at my mother when I 
was bored myself, and thinking 
“Something’s got her’’. At 
school there were various in- 
fluences, not least a very busy 
headmistress who was a nun, 
and who would sometimes put 
aside the religious class in 
favour of Horace Odes, which 
made one sit up and listen when 
theology was on offer. So I was 
pretty acquiesent, even keen and 
gave things up for Lent and that 
sort of thing, and never really 
had a crisis in belief at all. 

It was always a joke when we 
were growing up: my parents 
used to say: “You can only get 
so far with a Protestant’’. I think 
they meant that you couldn’t 
agree on the ultimate things. But 
they could see that Hugo was a 
very good person, and had an 
evangelistic faith, so they were 
happy when we got engaged. 
We were married in a Catholic 
church, not with a nuptial mass 
which is what they would have 
liked; but with a thorough ser- 
vice, the lesson read by the 
Anglican best man and a sermon 
from a Jesuit. 

Hugo puts up cheerfully with 
such Catholic activities as house 
masses and saying the rosary. 
He doesn’t think we actually 
worship Mary, and when it 
comes to the terminology of the 
Eucharist, he says he accepts 
that it’s the body and blood of 
Christ and that you can’t really 
go further than that. Funnily 
enough, the thing I’d like him to 
have, and he can’t have as a 
non-Catholic — though this is 
not likely to be appropriate — is 
a funeral mass. A proper Re- 
quiem seems to make at a jolly 
occasion. 

I don’t admire all aspects of 
the Anglican Church but I do ad- 
mire the way Hugo is one, I also 
rather envy the fact that his 
Anglican faith is built in to 
English society so much. I do 
really feel that the Catholic 
Church is the one and only, in 
spite of many aberrations and 
failings in the back of my mind 
I think it’s probably right that 
Hugo and I can’t take Commu- 
nion together, because other- 
wise, if and when there is total 
union, there will be no big deal 
in the way of consummation. 

I’d love them to be joined. On 
the Central Council of Churches 
in Oxford we've tried to get joint 
services going and, not surpris- 
ingly ikwa&4ha Maundy Thurs- *> 


day service that was the one that 
couldn’t be combined, because 
nobody wanted to give up their 
particular way of celebrating. 

I suppose many of the things 
that I have been involved with 
outside the family have come 
my way through Hugo. But my 
mother always raised money for 
missionaries, and helped older 
friends and relations who need- 
ed support. I think I’m a bit 
of a vacuum filler. If someone 
stands up and says: “We need 
this,’’ I say “Oh yes I’ll do it.’’ 
There’s a certain element of be- 
ing eager to please, as much as 
wanting to help people. Quite 
often the phrase Lady Bountiful 
goes through my head and 
makes me squirm. 


Sometimes I get exasperated 
with the young homeless or the 
old, but then when you know 
them in person you can see that 
they are in awful, very-difficult- 
to-get-out-of situations and can’t 
pull themselves up by their own 
bootstrings. My own, very com- 
fortable, life and theirs do seem 
like two separate elements, I 
must admit. I feel bad in a way; 
everybody does. We could say: 
“Come in.’’ There’s all this 
space. We could have 50 peo- 
ple in this house, if we used the 
floor. I suppose it’s fear really, 
you don’t want to be taken over. 

But through the Oxford Life 
Group I did have somebody 
staying in our home when the 
children were young enough not 
to have an opinion, and just ac- 
cepted it. I do think abortions 
are quite wrong and I’m quite 
happy to go to great lengths to 
support a person who has con- 
ceived a baby and wants it and 
to encourage her to have her 
baby adopted as so many peo- 
ple want one. From an appeal in 
church we took one girl on, and 
a couple of years later we took 
another. In each case they stayed 
about two months and both 
episodes had very happy 
endings. 

I think getting closer to God 
is a great priority, but my own 
devotion rather chugs along. I 
shudder at the thought. I think 
God probably thinks I’m pretty 
half-hearted. Not a steady light, 
but one that flickers on and off. 
I’m intrigued by the Ignatian ex- 
ercises. I mostly use Morning 
and Evening Prayer, which is a 
short form of the Office. We 
pray quite together sometimes as 
a family. There’s such a lot of 
coming and going in a day, but 


on the whole the children are 
willing to do that even if they 
grumble a little. Sometimes we 
pick out a theme for the day, or 
something that’s worrying us. 

I do think of marriage as a 
sacrament, and that it can only 
be that when both partners are 
baptised. And from it you get 
grace and help with the actual 
relationship, and the rearing of 
the children. They are all 
nominally Catholics but as yet 
only the eldest has taken it much 
to heart. It wouldn’t really sad- 
den me if they became 
something else though if they 
had an atheistic phase I would 
hope and pray it was a passing 
phase. Hugo, quite rightly, likes 
to say they’re all Christians. In 
any case, they are not particular- 
ly partisan. In fact, it has taken 
each one of them a long 
time to realise there is 
any difference. 

Mary Rose was born in 
Somerset, but she grew up in 
London. She met Hugo at the 
age of 18 as a debutantes escort. 
They married in 1967, and have 
six children. aged from 22 down 
to eight. Before her marriage 
she trained as a teacher, and 
taught in state Roman Catholic 
voluntary aided schools for th ree 
years before going to America as 
a mother's help. Mary Rose now 
works as a volunteer for a 
number of projects in Oxford in- 
cluding The Bridge, an 
emergency housing project for 
young homeless people, and The 
Gatehouse, a new daytime cafe 
for homeless people of all ages, 
set up by The Oxford Central 
Council of Churches of which 
she is a member. She has also 
been actively involved with the 
Oxford Life group. 




There's plenty of splash, 
but nothing shallow about 
Spring Harvest! 

SU| ¥i!&lities 

blend with a vast and varied programme for all ages. 
There's joy, challenge and inspiration. 


T: 


Hi WONDER OF $p ring Hamit captivates the whole family 
and the whole church. Learn, grew aad leave refreshed. 
Special features Include: 

• Children 's . youth and teen activities full of imagination and energy 

• Self-catering or half-board accommodation - from standard to luxury 
a A vast choice of practical seminar subjects. 

pitched at a wide range of levels of brainpower and experience 

• Great music. Inspiring speakers 

a A supervised creche, nursery and games room 

• Nothing regimental. Plot your own programme 


minehead 


SIX DAYS 


WEEK 1 Tuesday 19 to Sunday 24 March 
WEEK 2 Monday 25 to Saturday 30 March 
WEEK 3 Monday 1 to Saturday 6 April 
WEEK 4 Saturday 6 to Thursday 11 April 


also at ayr, skegness, 
pwllheli dSS 


• MORE CHOICE-ELEVEN WEEKS 
OVER FOUR CENTRES 

• LOWER PRICES-SPECIAL SAVER WEEKS 
FROM AROUND £39 

• EASIER BOOKING-FIFTY TELEPHONE 
LINES TO TAKE YOUR CALL 

• FREE PLACES-GROUP LEADERS GO FREE 


SpringV 
Harvest 

EQUIPPING THE CHURCH 
TO SERVE THE NATION 

A Joint project by 

21st Century Christian magazine 

and British Youth For Christ 

’ 14 Horsted Square, Uchfield, 

f * East Sussex TN221QL 
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SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
FRANCE & SPAIN 

MAY THROUGH TO OCTOBER 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, restaurant, 
supermarket etc. Ferries — Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
TEL: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour Answerphone) 



ST PAUL'S CHURCH 

Warwick Road, Banbury 

First Thursday of month — 7.30pm 
HEALING 
SERVICE 


BIZZI 

KNITS 

Knitting and Sewing 
Machines for 
professional and 
personal service and 
advice. 

Spares , accessories and 
repairs. Yarns for machine 
and hand knitters 

ALL YOUR 
HABERDASHERY 
EMBROIDERY AND 
TAPESTRY NEEDS 

60 NORTH STREET, 
BICESTER 

(A41 Banbury-Aylesbury Road) 

TEL: (0869) 253265 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


SICK PAY 
PROBLEMS? 

If you are sick — 
who pays the bills 

Protect your families income, 
join our sickness benefit 
scheme from only £1 .62 per 
week (age 40), provides 
£100 weekly when sick. 

For details write to: 

ANCIENT ORDER OF 
FORESTERS 

FREEPOST 

51 HILL AVENUE 
AMERSHAM 
BUCKS HP6 5BR 

or Tel: (0494) 433604 

Member of LAUTRO 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiii 


PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELLING 

An Elite, Professional, Confidential Service, devoted to 
total excellence of Mind & Body, Naturally. 
Therapy that proceeds gently, and at YOUR pace, in a 
Sympathetic, Informal and Discreet Environment. 

If you have a problem that detracts from the quality of 
your life, why not telephone: 

READING (0734) 452205 

For your Free explanatory Audio Cassette, Anytime. 

FRANK MEREDITH 

B.Sc., LCSP (Assoc), MSPCAH, C.HYP, MABCH 


FETES - SHOWS - GALAS - PARTIES - etc. etc. 
The 

Bouncy 

CASTLE COMPANY 

Childrens Roundabouts — Fair Organ — Fun 
Castles 

FOR HIRE 

Telephone Wokingham 781888 24 HR Answering 
Service. 772828 (5-lines-Mon-Fri) Or write ... The 
Bouncy Castle Company, 9 Easthampstead 
Road, Wokingham, Berkshire RG11 2EH 


P. L. BARRETT 
81 Ock Street 
ABINGDON 


H. J. KNAPP 
2*4 Church Street 
WANTAGE 


Tel: Abingdon 520808 Tel: Wantage 775502 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


Private Chapel of Rest and Monumental Masons. 24-Hour Service 

CHOSEN HERITAGE PRE-PAYMENT SCHEME 


GEOFFREY CHURCH & CO 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

For a personal and dignified service contact: 

Mr J. CURRAN or Mr G. CHURCH 

Churchgate 46 Bishopwood Road 

The Broadway, Thatcham Tadley 

Tel: (0*635) 68444 (24 hours) Tel: 0734 814420 (24 hours) 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING WORKS 

e.g. 

3 lines (12 words) for only 

£4.50 plus VAT 

TELEPHONE: 

OXFORD 880505 


Churches learning 
to love each other 



Pilgrims together at this year’s St Birinus Pilgrimage at 
Dorchester were the Bishop of Dorchester preceded by 
(left to right): Canon Francis Grady, the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Birmingham’s Plenipotentiary in Oxford- 
shire, the Revd Donald Anderson, Ecumenical Secretary 
of the Anglican Consulative Council and the Revd John 
Crowe, Team Rector of Dorchester. 


IN 1987 the representative of the 
main British Churches at a 
dramatic meeting at Swanwick 
resolved to move “from co- 
operation to commitment”. This 
original inspiration was follow- 
ed by three unexciting years of 
minute planning; but now at last 
the Churches Together move- 
ment is getting under way, just 
at the right time to throw its 
weight behind the Decade of 
Evangelisation in which many of 
the same Churches take part. 

Of course, there are problems 
the most obvious of them being 
that Roman Catholics cannot 
give up the Papacy for the sake 
of unity, and most other Chur- 
ches could not accept unity if it 
meant accepting the Pope. But 
although we may not be able to 
see any solution to the problems, 
all Christians should support the 
new movement with their good 
wishes, their prayers, and their 
practical action. 

Concern for the healing of the = 
divisions between the Churches | 
is not a pious hobby. It is 5 
demanded by obedience to | 
Christ’s prayer that his followers £. 
might be one, “so that the world | 
may believe” (Jn 17 21). To ^ 
seek to evangelise while ac- 
quiescing in Christian disunity 
is to think that we know better 
than Jesus; “We can evangelise 
quite well enough, thank you, 
without needing to bother these 
impossible people in the other 
Churches ...” 

However, there is another 
consideration which ought to 
weigh heavily with Christians 
who share something of the 
mind of their Saviour: if we tru- 
ly love our fellow-Christians in 
other Churches, separation from 
them should give us a heartache 
such as we feel at the long 
absence of someone dear to us. 

Almost a year ago, The 
DOOR published a little kite- 
flying letter of mine in which I 
suggested that the newspaper 
might open more widely on the 
general ecumenical scene. I was 
pleased and surprised that my 
letter provoked such a prolong- 
ed and committed response. I 
found much to agree with even 
in the arguments of those who 
opposed my suggestion. I don’t 
remember anyone expressing 
any anti -ecumenical sentiment; 
rather their point was that if The 
DOOR gave up its Anglican in- 
dentity, the loss would be 


greater than the gain. 

My reflections on this point of 
view are the same as my 
thoughts about the new Inter- 
Church Process: it is right that 
Churches should want to be 
themselves. Commitment to uni- 
ty does not mean that individual 
Churches will be replaced by a 
single uniform Church, in which 
all the vital individuality has 
been flattened out. 

Of course, no Church is 
perfect; how could they be, as 
they all consist of imperfect 
human beings? But everything 
that is best in each Church is the 
gift of the Holy Spirit,- and dif- 
ferent from the gifts which have 
been granted to other Churches. 
We must not supress the rich 
diversity of the Holy Spirit’s 
gifts, but seek to unite these gifts 
in a single Church. 

I want the Church of England 
to retain and to develop its 


wonderful qualities of respect 
for freedom, dignified restraint, 
pastoral concern and reverent 
and beautiful worship. I want 
the Roman Catholic Church to 
retain and develop its qualities 
of concern for the truth of the 
Gospel and world- wide unity. I 
want Baptists to maintain their 
insistence on the solemnity of 
baptismal commitment. I want 
Methodists to preserve the com- 
bination of warm devotion and 
deep doctrine that is the 
characteristic of Charles 
Wesley’s hymns. I want the 
United Reformed Church to 
continue to devote their interlec- 
tual efforts to the understanding 
and proclamation of God’s 
word. I want the Orthodox to go 
on celebrating a liturgy which is 
a fortaste of heaven. But I want 
us all to do this in unity. 

One of the main purposes of 
ecumenical dialogue between 



Churches, such as the work of 
The Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission 
(ARCIC) in which I have been 
engaged for more than twenty 
years, is to establish that the 
Churches do have a common 
loyalty to Christ and a common 
fidelity to the truth of His 
Gospel, and to explore ways of 
establishing a common com- 
mand. But all the hard work put 
in by our commission and others 
like it will come to nothing if it 
remains in the hands of 
theologians. The work will only 
bear fruit if ordinary members 
share a longing for the unity of 
Christ’s Church. 

Perhaps an ecumenical 
DOOR could make a contribu- 
tion to this process, simply by 
getting readers from different 
Churches interested in one 
another. If I really wanted to be 
united with other Christians, I 
should be interested in their 
news. So although it is right that 
Anglicans - should value The 
DOOR as a sort of family 
album, because this helps them 
to cherish the gifts which the 
Holy Spirit has given them, it 
would also be good if it could 
help other Churches to be in- 
terested in Anglicans, and 
Anglicans interested in other 
Churches. 

This is where my views about 
The DOOR link up with the new 
Inter-Church Process. We are 
pledging ourselves to move 
from co-operation to commmit- 
ment. Each Church is commit- 
ting itself not just to working 
with other Churches, but to the 
other Churches themselves. We 
are moving from being partners 
in Christ’s work to being engag- 
ed to be married. But I can’t be 
committed to another Church 
unless I am interested in it. And 
that means being familiar not 
only with its doctrines, but with 
its worship and its life and its 
members. Can The DOOR meet 
this challenge? 

Edward Yarnold, S. J. 
Father Yarnold is a Jesuit priest 
and a lecturer in Theology at 
Edmund Campion Hall Oxford 


The 1991 St Birinius 
Pilgrimage will be on Sun- 
day, July 7 — the Sunday 
after the Petertide ordina- 
tions. 


VERY SHELTERED HOUSING 
LEIGHTON PARK, READING 


Security and safety in a beautiful setting” 

An increasing number of older people are finding it difficult 
to manager their own homes, but do not wish to surrender 
their independence. The concept of very Sheltered Housing 
has been developed by Retirement Security Ltd to give people 
full independence, but also sufficient services to enable them 
to stay independent for the whole of their lives. 
Emmbrook Court has been designed to provide self-contained 
accommodation with a housekeeping service on the premises 
and on call 24 hours every day of the year. Individual 
domestic help is provided. Personal care provided if 
necessary. 

There is a choice of apartments, each with sitting room, 
kitchen, bathroom and one or two bedrooms, together with 
the use of a common lounge and dining room and other 
facilities. 

Emmbrook Court is perfectly situated in a beautiful setting 
(Leighton Park) and close to shops and public transport. 
The building will be ready for occupation in June 1990. If 
you would like to have a look round, please give me a ring, 
Lawrence Klein, on Reading 503745. 

Further details and a brochure available from: 


Mr Lawrence Klein, Regional Director 
Retirement Security Limited 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD 
Tel: (0734) 503745 


Retirement 

SECURITY 1 IMITIO 


& 


Supported by: 

SupjNirtccI hy 

Nationwide 
Anglia 


IDEAL PRESENT 

BUUTIFUl BOOK + GUARANTEED 
SOFT-TOY. "Quill's Adventures in 
the Great Beyond" and Cuddly 
Quill Hedgehog, £12. 
Feather Books 
Fairview, Old Coppice, 
Shrewsbury SY3 0BW. 


TERRY'S CROSS 

Home for retired 
Clergy and Clergy 
widows 

Unfurnished bedsitting rooms 
with full board. ^ 
NOW AVAILABLE at: 
Terry's Cross 
Clergy Retirement Home 
Henfield, West Sussex. 
Details: Accountant, Church 
House, 9 Brunswick Square 
HOVE BN3 1EN 
Tel: Brighton 29023 




ANITRAC 

CATERING 

★ Catering for all occasions 

★ Wedding cakes and gateaux a speciality 

★ Outside parties, functions and weddings catered 
for 

★ For a free no obligation quote 

Call Anita Lyon on 

Witney (0993) 778486 
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Winning design 


mrship a strong Synod — 

and “ * 

witness warts and all 


TWO parishes in Reading with 
the co-incidence of husbands 
and wives in ordained ministry 
recently joined together to 
organise a series of teaching and 
renewal days. 

On June 9, the Revd David 
Mclnnes and a team from St 
Aldate’s, Oxford, travelled to St 
John’s and St Stephen’s in Orts 
Road for a day entitled ‘Worship 
and Witness’. People came from 
Wokingham, Newbury and 
Warfield as well as from local 
churches. 

David led sensitively, talking 
about ‘Acceptable Worship’ and 
‘Proclaiming the Gospel’. There 
was lively drama from 
‘Parable’, and worship was led 
by Robert Stoodley and an in- 
strumental group. 

The day ended with ministry 
and worship. The organisers, 
Denis and Elizabeth Brazell 
from St Agnes with St Paul and 
Tony and Pam Burdon from St 
John’s and St Stephen’s, were 
well pleased. 

Future plans 

These days will be held three 
times a year. Plans for Autumn 
1990 include ‘Leading a Heal- 
ing Team’ with Ann Watson as 
guest speaker. In 1991 there are 
plans for days on ‘Prayer 
Counselling’, ‘Spiritual War- 
fare’ and ‘Believing the Bible’. 
Speakers include Michael 
Green, Don Brewin, Robert 
Amess and Mary Pytches. To go 
on the mailing list for these 
events, please phone Elizabeth 
Brazell on 0734 874448. 

Elizabeth Brazell 


IT’S easy to be snide about 
synodical government, and 
more especially about General 
Synod. The method of election 
is remote and indirect. It pro- 
duces a House of Laity which is 
predominantly male, middle- 
aged and middle-class. (I was 
once asked whether I would 
agree that Synod contained too 
many ex-colonels and too many 
ex-headmasters; I was able to 
reply, with fair accuracy, 
“Speaking as both, yes’’). It is 
more important that the system 
tends to over-represent the ex- 
tremists on each side. 

Once elected, these members 
are confronted with a formidable 
schedule (three long meetings a 
year, not to mention all the 
reports to read and the commit- 
tees to sit on) and with a pro- 
cedure of Byzantine complexity. 
The system of voting by houses, 
with special majorities needed in 
each house for really important 
issues, leads to frustration and 
stalemate. And there are too 
many predictable people making 
predictable speeches — and too 
many for whom the Synod 
seems to be an end in itself 
rather than a means. 

Fair comment? But there is 
another side to it. Synodical 
government is an imaginative at- 
tempt to bring the whole people 
of God into the counsels of the' 
Church, so that they can act in 
partnership with the bishops, the 
traditional source of authority. 
In the early days the bishops 
were hesitant about using their 
clout. I get the impression that 
they have now struck a better 
balance. Certainly Dr Runcie, 
so ably loyally backed up by 


successive archbishops of York, 
has given the Synod real 
leadership. 

The general standard of the 
debates, as of the reports that 
precede them, is high, whether 
synod is discussing its own 
‘housekeeping’ or the affairs of 
the nation — or the world. There 
are no ‘no-go’ areas. It is not 

Synod 

elections 

IMPORTANT issues will 
be decided by the General 
Synod during its next five 
year term of office. To en- 
sure that all areas of the 
Diocese are properly 
represented it is vitally im- 
portant that all electors 
make use of their votes. 

Brief explanatory notes 
on the voting system are 
being sent out with voting 
papers. The closing date 
for nominations is 
September 3 and all voting 
papers must be in by 
Thursday, October 4. The 
results will be published in 
the November DOOR. 


always easy to draw the line bet- 
ween Christian principles 
(which Synod has every right to 
discuss and to voice) and their 
political application, but on the 
whole the distinction is observ- 
ed. And just occasionally you 
suddenly feel that the Synod has 
become something more, much 
more, than a talking-shop and 
that it is actually listening. 

Synod can look back on much 
positive achievement, including 


long-needed improvement in the 
arrangements for the deploy- 
ment and remuneration of the 
clergy and the production of the 
Alternative Services Book. Then 
there was that one-off reform, 
instigated from the floor of the 
house, which opened our altars 
to all members in good standing 
of other trinitarian churches. 
Possibly this marks the biggest 
step forward in ecumenism this 
century. 

Problems remain, but I think 
Synod has got over most of its 
teething troubles. All honour to 
those who are now set to face the 
challenge that the new Synod 
will present. They deserve our 
support — and our prayers. 

James Cobban 
Sir James Cobban was a 
member of General Synod from 
its beginning in 1970 until 1985. 

Wrong obstacle 

WE published a letter from Mrs Carol 
Ann Gillespie under the heading ‘Ex- 
aggerated Obstacle’ in the July DOOR. 
Unfortunately we omitted a sentence 
and so ruined Mrs Gillespie’s argu- 
ment. Her third paragraph should read: 
For example, during the Papacy of 
Paul VI, the Pontifical Biblical Com- 
mission issued a special report which 
concluded: “It does not seem that the 
New Testament by itself will permit 
us to settle in a clear way, and once 
and for all, the problem of the possi- 
ble accession of women to the 
Presbyterate.’’ Having noted the ob- 
vious fact that “the masculine 
character of the hierarchical order 
which has structured the Church since 
its beginning seems attested by Scrip- 
ture in an undeniable way’’, they then 
addressed the question: “Must we con- 
clude that this must be forever valid 
in the Church?’’ They found they could 
NOT so conclude. 


NINE students from St 
Augustine’s Anglican/Roman 
Catholic School in Oxford have 
won first prize in the 12-to-16 
age group of the Environmental 
Enterprise Award Scheme of the 
Department of Education and 
Science and the Worldwide 
Fund for Nature. Their design 
for a waterwheel which pro- 
duces electricity has already 
been put to use to power a lamp 
on a bridge pathway. 

The competition’s aim is to 
encourage young people to iden- 
tify and find solutions to 
environmental problems. The 
award was presented at the 
Science Museum in London by 
the Education Minister, Mrs 
Angela Rumbold and Mr 
Richard Branson, chairman of 
the Virgin Group. 

IT isn’t often that you see a 
Local Education Authority Ad- 
viser dressed in Victorian 
costume, but on June 29 
everyone at Checkendon C. of 
E. Aided School, including 
some of the visitors, put on their 



* 


Notice. 

Board 



19th century best to follow a 
normal Victorian school day. It 
was all in celebration of the 
school’s 150th anniversary, and 
at the end of the day there was 
a thanksgiving service in the 
church conducted by the Bishop 
of Dorchester. 


GARSINGTON School pupils 
and staff also stepped back in 
time for their 150th celebrations, 
and head teacher, Mr Peter 
Callow turned out in a black suit 
and mortar board for the oc- 
casion. 

To commemorate the anniver- 
sary he was also presented with 
a certificate by the Revd Tony 
Williamson (pictured left), the 
Diocesan Director of Education 
Schools, on behalf of the Na- 
tional Society for Promoting 
Religious Education. Photo: 
Courtesy Oxford and County 
Newspapers). 



Christian Concern for One World 

Bang, bang 
your debt 

UNICEF reckons that half a 
million children die every year 
because of the debt burden car- 
ried by their country. How can 
this be? Read on . . . 

Every day, poor countries pay 
£490 million to the rich to ser- 
vice the loans they took on when 
increased oil revenues overflow- 
ed from Western banks. The in- 
terest rates were pegged to US 
levels, but they were then rais- 
ed in order to curb inflation for 
the affluent nations. The loans 
also have to be repaid in hard 
currencies, which can be earn- 
ed only by Third World coun- 
tries selling products, cash crops 
and raw materials, the price of 
which has fallen on the world 
market. Meanwhile, the creditor 
nations protect their own in- 
dustries from recession by tariffs 
and quotas on cheap imports. 

As a condition of giving the 
debtors longer to pay, the IMF 
requires countries to restructure 
their economies, including cuts 
in public spending. So health 
and literacy improvements 
vanish, together with subsidies 
on food and cooking fuel. 

The end result is that every 
night 1,370 more families 
mourn the death of a child. Lit- 
tle wonder that in addition to its 
year-round fund-raising, Chris- 
tian Aid is this month launching 
a Campaign against Third 
World Debt. 

At the June Diocesan Synod, 
it was suggested that we write 
on the back'of every chequer 
“ Cancel Third World Debt". 

The four major UK banks have 
written down their profits in 
case debtor countries default. 

Other tax payers are making up • 
for the £1.6 billion tax relief 
they then claimed in 1989 alone. 

That does not mean that the 
banks cancelled the debts; the 
debtors still have to repay them. 

To find out more, read Bank- 
ing on the Poor (£1.95 from 
Christian Aid), or get their Debt 


Campaign Pack from PO Box 
100, London SE1 7RT. (Tel. 
071 620 4444). This is one of 
the issues that Christopher Hall, 
CCOW’s new Co-ordinator, 
will gladly explore with a group 
in your church (Tel. 0869 
38225). 

CCOW workshop 

CHRISTIAN Concern for One 
World is holding a free one day 
workshop as preparation/orien- 
tation for One World Week to 
be held at Aylesbury Methodist 
Church on Saturday, 
September 15, 10am-3pm. 

It will include a presentation 
on ‘Speaking up for Tomor- 
row’s World’, and the new 
CCOW Co-ordinator, Chris- 
topher Hall, will be discussing 
CCOW strategies for the next 
year. Anyone interested in 
CCOW concerns will be 
welcome. Contact Dorothy Fox, 
Diocesan Church House, Ox- 
ford (0865 244566 Ext 225). 


Sabbatical 

CANON Ron Mitchinson, the 
Diocesan Industrial Missioner, 
will be away on sabbatical leave 
from October 1990 to the end of 
February 1991. For much of the 
time he will be overseas. 

During that period all In- 
dustrial Mission business and 
activity will be co-ordinated by 
Mrs Jo Saunders, GFS In- 
dustrial Chaplain in Slough. 
Any mail, requests or informa- 
tion regarding Industrial Mis- 
sion should be addressed to her 
at 6 Aldbourne Road, Burnham, 
Bucks SL1 7NJ. Tel: 062 86 
63302. 




ova so 

■EDS DISPUTED 
ON 3 FLOORS 


WHY YOU 
SHOULD BUY 
FROM US 

• LARGEST SELECTION 
IN THE COUNTRY 

• ABSOLUTELY 
GUARANTEED LOWEST 
PRICES - BY FAR 

• 1000’S IN STOCK FOR 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

• OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


• AQ/ INTEREST FREE CREDIT 
\J /Q (WRITTEN DETAILS AVAILABLE) 

• PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGEABLE AND 
COURTEOUS SERVICE FROM ALL STAFF 


AYLESBURY, 73 PARK STREET (0296) 393355 

^BLETCHLEY, 22 WATLING STREET (0908) 378557 

OXFORD, 156 COWLEY ROAD (0865) 792555 

READING, 20 HOSIER STREET (0734) 393555 

SLOUGH, 303 HIGH STREET (0753) 516416 

UXBRIDGE, 14-15 NEW BROADWAY (0895) 53666 

WATFORD, 68 MARKET STREET (0923) 223110 

AS WELL AS THE GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES 
WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER ANY READER 
OF THE DOOR' A FREE DUVET (10.5 TOG 
CONTINENTAL QUILT WITH 
ANY PURCHASE OVER £100 
(Please bring this advert 
with you) 


TOMATO! 


THE DIFFERENT 
TYPES WE SELL 

• ORTHOPAEDIC AND 
BACKCARE BEDS 

• A WIDE VARIETY OF 
JAPANESE FUTONS 

• TWO. THREE OR FOUR 
SEATER SOFA-BEDS 


• HUGE SELECTION OF COVERS. 
COLOURS AND PATTERNS 

• STORAGE AND DRAWER DIVANS 


• QUICK AND EFFICIENT 

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY SERVICE 

• A PHONE-A-QUOTE/ORDER 

LA ANY MAKE. MODEL OR SIZE 

• GROUP MEMBER OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF FURNITURE RETAILERS 


TOP DISCOUNTS ON 
TOP MANUFACTURERS: 

Silentnight, Hypnos, Slumberland, 
Sealy, Myers, Vi-Spring, Sleepeezee, 
Dico, Sprung Slumber, Rest Assured, 
Cumfilux and many more. 


• PINE BEDS AND BUNK BEDS 


• MOST MATTRESSES CAN BE SOLD 
SEPARATELY IF REQUIRED 

• ALL TYPES OF SOFA-BED ACTIONS 

• WATER BEDS AND ADJUSTAMATK BEDS 

• MANY DIFFERENT STYLES OF CHAIR-BED 


WE PROMISE EVERY CUSTOMER THE VERY BEST CHOICE . VALUE AND SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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From the 
Bishop 
of Oxford 


Churches together 
a new beginning 



Scholarship is some- 
times regarded as arid, 
and Biblical criticism 
as negative. But both can 
have positive results. One 
major result in recent years 
has been the way objective 
study of the Bible and 
Christian tradition has 
brought the Churches 
together. 

The old problems that 
divided us at the Reforma- 
tion have been seen in 
a new light by both 
Protestants and Catholics. 
One good fruit of this has 
been the ARCIC 
documents, drawn up by 
an international group of 
Roman Catholic and 
Anglican theologians. One 
of the most impressive 
sights of the 1988 Lambeth 
Conference was Dr George 
Carey, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury designate, in- 
troducing these documents 
to Anglican Bishops 
assembled from 

throughout the world. As a 
result of his persuasive ad- 
vocacy they went through 
without even a single 
Bishop abstaining. 

George Carey is a clear 
evangelical. Nevertheless, 
being a person of indepen- 
dent judgement and a 
serious scholar, he too has 
seen old problems in new 
ways. 

The most important 
feature of the new 
ecumenical instruments is 
the participation of Roman 
Catholics. Although in re- 
cent years most of us have 
felt spiritually one with our 
Roman Catholic brothers 
and sisters, we have been 
pained by the fact that they 
have not been allowed to 
take part in many 
ecumenical structures. All 
that has now changed. 

In many ways this 
Diocese has led the way in 
the ecumenical field, par- 
ticularly in Milton Keynes. 
The other bishops and 
myself consult regularly 
with other church leaders.’ 
We are, for example, try- 
ing to plan our efforts in 
connection with the Decade 
of Evangelism together. 

Ecumenism only makes 
sense if it actually leads to 
the Churches doing things 
better together than if they 
did them apart. This must 
be crucially true in relation 
to the decade. So I appeal 
to readers of The DOOR 
that as you pray about and 
plan for this decade, you do 
everything possible 
together with your neigh- 
bouring churches, what- 
ever denomination they 
might be. 

+ Richard Oxon 


SEPTEMBER this year marks a 
new step in ecumenical relations 
in Britain and Ireland. The 
Churches in these islands have 
decided to group themselves 
together in new ecumenical 
bodies, with a wider member- 
ship than the British Council of 
Churches (BCC) which came to 
an end in August, 48 years after 
it was founded. 

Over the past five years the 
Churches have been engaged in 
the “Not Strangers but 
Pilgrims” process. This includ- 
ed three nationwide Lent 
courses using local radio stations 
and involving over a million 
Christians. In 1987, in a series 
of national consultations in- 
cluding one at Swanwick, the 
representatives of the Churches 
agreed that they should move 
from co-operation to com- 
mitment. 

The British Council of Chur- 
ches has pioneered ecumenical 
co-operation in all sorts of ways, 
working on behalf of its member 
churches. This co-operation has 
been most marked through the 
work of Christian Aid, the Com- 
munity of Race Relations Unit 
and the regular engagements of 
all its divisions in current issues 
before the churches and the na- 
tions. Inevitably, this has meant 
tackling many controversial 
issues which the Churches 
themselves have sometimes been 
reluctant to take up. The result 
has been that it has sometimes 
been difficult for the Churches 
to own the work the BCC has 
done. 

The new ecumenical bodies 
will not undertake work on 
behalf of the Churches unless 
specifically asked to do so. 
Their main tasks will be to co- 
ordinate the work of the Chur- 
ches and help them to express 
their common calling in Christ 
in ways that will underline their 
essential unity. An important 
principle is that more of the 


work should be done at local and 
regional levels. 

To assist the process of grow- 
ing together in commitment, 
three national bodies are being 
established in England, Wales 
and Scotland. ‘Churches 
Together in England’ will help 
all the churches in England to 
discover the best ways forward 
for united action. Its general 
secretary is Canon Martin Rear- 
don, who used to work in the 
Board for Mission and Unity of 
the Church of England. It has 
two field officers, the Revdd 
Roger Nunn, covering the 
southern half of the country, and 
Mrs Jenny Carpenter covering 
the north. Their task will be to 
stimulate local churches in their 
common witness and mission. 

Never before has there been 
an ecumenical body specially for 
the Churches of England. An 
important development is the 
emergence of county ecumenical 
bodies which will be directly 
represented on the Forum of 
‘Churches Together in 
England’. 

To co-ordinate the work of 
these national bodies, the Coun- 
cil of Churches for Britain and 
Ireland comes into being this 
month in a joyful celebration in 
Liverpool on Saturday 
September 8. The celebration 
will begin at 1.30pm in the 
Anglican Cathedral and continue 
with a walk to the Metropolitan 
(Roman Catholic) Cathedral, 


where the service will end with 
the public presentation of the six 
presidents representing the 
Churches in Britain and Ireland 
and the commissioning of the 
staff and the congregation to 
work for the unity of Christ’s 
people in these islands. The 
general secretary is the Revd 
John Reardon (no relation to 
Maftin Reardon!), until recent- 
ly the deputy general secretary 
of the United Reformed Church. 

One exciting feature of the 
new bodies is that the Roman 
Catholic Church in England and 
Wales and Scotland is in full 
membership, and the Roman 
Catholic Church in Ireland is an 
observer member. In addition, 
a range of black-led churches 
are founder members helping to 
share ecumenical work with 
their particular emphasises from 
the beginning. 

Although the Irish Churches 
were not as fully involved in the 
process leading up to this new 
start for ecumenism, they have 
their continuing ecumenical 
bodies and will play their part in 
the Council of Churches for Bri- 
tain and Ireland. An Irish 
Anglican Bishop is nominated as 
one of the six Presidents. 


We are all going to have to 
learn new ways of expressing 



John Reardon 


our unity. Commitment to one 
another does not mean that we 
will always agree, but it does 
mean that we recognise fellow 
Christians as brothers and sisters 
with whom we share Christ’s 
love and from whom we have 
much to learn about what it 
means to be Christ’s people. 

The new bodies will provide 
a framework within which we 
can worship, pray and study 
together and will help us to plan 
and fulfil our responsibilities for 
mission, evangelism and service 
in this last decade of the Twen- 
tieth Century and on into the 
next century. 

John Reardon 

The Revd John Reardon is the 
General Secretary of the new 
Council of Churches for Britain 
and Ireland. 
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Cycling together 


IN Abingdon, Christians of all 
denominations have joined 
together as ‘The Church in 
Abingdon 9 , and a group of 
them came together for a 
practice run ready for the 
Historic Churches Trust spon- 
sored cycle ride on September 
8. There to give them a word 
of encouragement was the 
Town Mayor, Mr Michael 
Badcock and his daughter, 
Alice (pictured front left, 
above). Also in the group, in 
front of the Ock Street Baptist 
Church are (at the back, left 
to right): Richard Stovell, 
Geoff Platt, Nicholas Morley, 
Peter Stepney, Kathy Morley, 
and (front): Helen, Pam and 
Adrian Platt. 

Last year, cyclists and 
walkers throughout the coun- 
try raised £688,000 for historic 
churches of all denominations. 


In Oxfordshire alone 2,000 
cyclists achieved a total of 
£53,000. “This enabled us to 
give about £46,000 to churches 
in need in the last financial 
year,” said George Russell, 
the Oxfordshire County 
Organiser. As before, the 
money raised will be divided 
equally between the Historic 
Churches Trust and the 
church of the cyclist’s choice. 

Your local church should be 
able to supply you with spon- 
sorship forms but in case of 
difficulty contact your Coun- 
ty Organiser. They are: 
Berkshire — Mr J. C. 
Nicholls, 27 Quintilis, 
Bracknell, RE1 24QQ; Buck- 
inghamshire — Mr J. 
Wetherall, Bell House, Laven- 
don, MK46 4AJ; Oxfordshire 
— Mr G. Russell, Green 
Farm, Milton Lane, Steven- 
ton, Abingdon OX13 6SA. 


SPACE FOR PRAYER 


A pilgrim prayer 


Lord God, we thank you for calling us into the company of those 
who trust in Christ and seek to obey his will. May your Spirit 
guide and strengthen us in mission and service to your world; 
for we are strangers no longer but pilgrims together on the way 
to your Kingdom. Amen 

This month your prayers are asked for: 

The Revd John Reardon and all who are involved in the work 
of the new ecumenical bodies, nationally and within our 
Diocese. 

The work of the Church Urban Fund. 

Those who are to be ordained to the diaconate and the 
priesthood on September 30 (See list on page 19). 

Preparations for Abingdon Alive, an October ecumenical 
festival and mission. 

Preparations for One World Week (October 21-28). 


0 Holloway’s 0 

FURNITURE AND FINE ART AUCTIONEERS & 
VALUERS 

The Local Auctioneers with a National Reputation 

A full Programme of Sales this Autumn and Winter 
A Professional Service from complete contents to a 
single item 
Free Pre-sale advice 
Valuations for Probate and Insurance 

PRELIMINARY NOTICE OF SALE 

The entire stock of an old established carpet factory 
(due to retirement of the proprietor). 

Over 10,000 linear yards of fine 27" plain Wilton 
carpet in over 150 shades, suitable for domestic and 
commercial use, also churches, halls etc. 

Sale at the premises near Oxford, late October. 

Details: Holloway’s, 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, 
Oxon OX16 8PF 
Tel: (0295) 253197 
and at Streatley, Tel: (0491) 872318 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldate, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. Candles, 
Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 

Church Stationery. 


HALL BROS 

Tailors and Mercers 

Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted on our premises). 
Stocks — Vestocks — Cottas 
Collars (Plastic or Linen) 

Shirts (Black, Grey or Blue) 

Academic Gowns, Hoods and Choir Robes 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit, and quality. 

Please call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET OXFORD OX1 4BX 
TELEPHONE 242756 


MOVEABLE 

FEASTS 

We are a vegetarian/wholefood 
catering company offering a high 
quality, professional service for every 
occasion. 

Our specialities include: Business 
lunches, conferences, charity events 
and buffets. 

Complete picnic hampers with 
champagne available on request. 

For more information 
please call: 

Tony Standing 

Telephone: 081 751 4012 
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Flower festival — an 
opportunity missed? 



CHRIST Church Cathedral 
Flower Festival in aid of the 
Church Urban Fund was a suc- 
cess in that the flowers were 
beautiful and the visitor would 
have learnt much about the 
Cathedral and its history and 
congregation. It failed, 
however, to teach the visitor 
about the priority Christ gave to 
the sick and the poor. 

The beauty of the flowers, the 
Cathedral, its music, treasure 
and embroidery ought to have 
been portrayed as signs of the 
beautiful idea that God’s love 
discriminates in favour of peo- 
ple who fall on hard times. God 
has no favourites but the poor, 
the sick, the oppressed or the 
powerless. 

I have no doubt the Church 
Urban Fund will benefit finan- 
cially from the Flower festival 
but the self indulgence of the 
Cathedral shielded the visitor 
from the challenging discomfort 
of the suffering of the poor and 
the work of the church in the 
inner city. 

There were no photographs of 
Church Urban Fund projects in 
the brochure — and no exhibits 
showing the work of the 
parishes in the inner cities. The 
mother church of the Diocese 
missed the opportunity to 
display the theological connec- 
tion between beauty of the 
flowers and the beauty of God’s 
love for the suffering as taught 
by Jesus and practised by his 
Church. 

The Revd Paul Nicolson, 

Turville , Henley-on-Thames 

Parish 

Share 

The last issue of The 
DOOR carried a letter 
from the Rector of Chal- 
font St Giles critical on 
various grounds of the 
amount of the Parish 
Share, but especially with 
regard to what was seen to 
be an increase in specialist 
posts financed largely from 
it. This having led others to 
write in a similar vein we 
print a selection of four 
from these further letters. 


Fundamental 

THE Rector of Chalfont St 
Giles’s letter will have been read 
with relief and gratitude by 
many. 

Susan Cole King’s comments, 
in the same issue, on Canon 
Hall’s appointment is helpful on- 
ly as to the funding of his par- 


ticular remuneration. The 
fundamental issue is that of con- 
tinuing new advisory appoint- 
ments, and “an ever-increasing 
amount of administration’’ with 
the consequential unreasonable 
and rapacious annual escalation 
of costs for these services. There 
is no case for the Parish Share 
to rise consistently well above 
inflation. 

The Share precept ignores the 
need of parishes to control the 
bulk of their own income. St 
Andrew’s, Headington, Share 
will have risen by 120% bet- 
ween 1986 and 1991. This year 
it accounts for 55% of the 
budgeted income. Appropriate 
steps have been taken by their 
PCC to register disquiet, and to 
implement appropriate restric- 
tive action. 

Parishes need elbow room to 
operate effectively in missionary 
and maintenance areas. It may 
surprise Diocesan hierarchy to 
learn that they can do this quite 
well on their own and without 
the expensive burden of central 
intervention. 

Frank Samson , 
Headington y Oxford 

Other 

demands 

YOU published a timely warn- 
ing from The Revd Peter Poole 
in your July issue. Although it 
turns out that he was misinform- 
ed about the funding of Canon 
Hall’s newly-established post, 
his other points are valid. 

He rightly says that parish 
funds are not inexhaustible, and 
although their Parish Share must 
always bear a high priority, 
there are other pressing 
demands: repairs and 

maintenance of the church 
buildings, contributions to the 
missionary work of the Church, 
annual campaigns, such as those 
for Christian Aid and the 
Children’s Society; also unex- 
pected calls from disaster funds 


and special appeals (eg Church 
Urban Fund). 

In an increasingly ageing 
population there are going to be 
more retired people on reduced 
incomes. This year some people 
have been adversely affected by 
the Community Charge; in 
previous years the rates were a 
considerable burden to many. 

In short, new expenditure 
must be undertaken only after 
careful consideration of all the 
factors involved, while present 
commitments should be review- 
ed closely every year. Any in- 
crease in Parish Shares should 
be kept in line with the current 
rate of inflation, but not 
necessarily put at that figure. It 
should never exceed it. 

I do not want to stifle new 
projects and initiatives, but I 
suggest that members of the 
Synods and the Board of 
Finance ask such questions as: 
“Do we need this? — we have 
managed without it so far.’’ 
And: “If we start this, can we 
cut down elsewhere to compen- 
sate?’’ These are the questions 
most of us have to ask ourselves 
about our personal spending. 

Anne Abley y 
Oxford 

Tenfold 

increase 

YOUR article in the July issue 
of The DOOR concerning the 
retirement of George Hammond 
as chairman of the Diocesan 
Board of Finance, in which you 
refer to the ten-fold increase in 
the Parish Share over the last 14 
years, prompts me to write in 
support of the sentiments ex- 
pressed by the Revd Peter Poole 
in his letter published in the 
same issue. 

This increase needs to be seen 
against the three-fold increase 
that has occurred in the cost of 
living over the same period. In 
other words, the Diocese has in- 
creased the real financial burden 
which it places on parishes by 
over three times. As the Revd 


Poole states: “There is not an 
inexhaustible supply of money 
in the parishes,’’ and this ought 
to be apparent to the Diocese by 
the fact that in 1989 more than 
one out of every eight parishes 
failed to pay its Parish Share in 
full (or, in some cases, at all)! 

With the introduction of the 
revised basis of calculating 
Parish Shares which come into 
operation in 1991, the Diocese 
should limit future increases to 
increases in the Retail Price 
Index. We, in the parishes, have 
to limit our own expenditure to 
what our income will cover and 
the Diocese must do the same. 
If the Diocese feels that it must 
have further money for some 
special purpose, then it can do 
what the parishes do — organise 
some fund-raising events. When 
was the last time that the oc- 
cupants of Diocesan Church 
House organised a fete or a 
jumble sale?* 

Bob Ford , 
Little Compton , Glos 

Another 

viewpoint 

IN reference to the letter from 
Peter Poole in the July issue and 
his comments about specialist 
posts in the Diocese, surely it is 
precisely because the issues con- 
cerned appear to have little 
relevance to the person in the 
pew that these appointments are 
so essential. Canon Christopher 
Hall is a case in point (although 
it is now clear that the Diocese 
has only contributed a small pro- 
portion of his salary), and he 
would doubtless be the first to 
rejoice if the deaneries and 
parishes became so fired with 
their commitment to One World 
that he had, in fact, worked 
himself out of a job. 

In his background paper on 
Christian Concern for One 
World for the Diocesan Synod, 
Chris Stockwell writes: “It has 
been far too easy in the last few 
years for the Church in general, 
including this Diocese, to pass 
a resolution stating its commit- 
ment to supporting the poor and 
the oppressed but to do nothing 
else. This is Christian tokenism 
at its most hypocritical.” 

I pray that every reader of The 
DOOR will feel a personal 
responsibility for ensuring that 
issues such as One World (and, 
needless to say, the problem of 
poverty in our own country) 
become really central to the life 
of the parish. 

Pamela Parsons, 
High Wycombe 


DIRECT LINK 

All your property and 
maintenance needs 
including 

★ Plumbing ★ Central Heating 

★ Drain cleaning ★ Electrical 

★ Glazing ★ Domestic appliance repairs 
★ Carpentry and roofing 
★ Painting and decorating 

We cover all areas. Branches through the 
Home Counties and Greater London. Reliable 
tradesmen needed at all times. 

Tel: 

( 0344 ) 861093 ; 

( 0252 ) 733811 

24 Hour Service 

Call us free on 
0800 521553 

15% OFF ON 
MENTIONING THIS 
ADVERT 



WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single 
unfurnished one bedroom Flats 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

In North Oxford for retired persons 
with Oxfordshire connections 

24 HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
2 MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 

All enquiries to the Administrator 
Wyndham House, Plantation Road, 
Oxford 0X2 6JJ 

Telephone Oxford 511239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 


Samaritans 


Ordinary people who care for the 
desperate, lonely and suicidal. 

COULD YOU BE A 
VOLUNTEER? 

Amersham 432000. 

Banbury 270000. 

Bracknell 55556. 

Milton Keynes 667777. 

Newbury 42452. 

Oxford 722122. 

Reading 505505. 

Slough 31011. 



Always there at the end of the line 



OXFORDSHIRE MARRIAGE 
GUIDANCE PROVIDES: 

★ Confidential counselling in personal relationships 
including sexual problems. 

★ Sex therapy 

★ Groups for divorced/separated people 

★ Training for other professionals 

★ Educational work with schools and adult groups 

Tel: OXFORD 242960 • BANBURY 258141 


THE ABBEY, Sutton Courtenay, Oxon 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th-9th 

GUIDED RETREAT with the Rev Susan Cole-King directing 
individuals more deeply into prayer to discern where God is leading 
them. Residential £63. 

For more information please contact the Programme Administrator, 
Tel: (0235) 847401. 



RECRUITMENT FOR 
THE 40, 50, AND 60 
YEAR OLDS 

A new approach for mature Ladies 
& Gentlemen who would like to 
re-enter the world of employment. 
Full-time, part-time & temporary 
work available. 

Careers advice available if required. 

Ring: Oxford 

(0865) 726000 

for further information or a 
confidential, informal 
discussion. 


MEMORIALS 

by the specialists (established over 40 years) 

VISIT OUR WORKSHOPS AND CONSULT 
OUR SKILLED STONEMASONS OR SEND 
FOR BROCHURE 

Ross Stonecraft Ltd 

Elliman Avenue, Slough SL2 5AZ 
Member National Ass of Master Masons 

Slough (0753) 22889 

E3 



FUNERAL COSTS 

In 1976 the price of a modest funeral was £ 1 66. The same 
service today is likely to cost over .£800. No-one knows 
what the cost will be in 5, 10 or 20 years time. 

But with a CHOSEN HERITAGE funeral plan, for as little 
as £575, or 60 monthly payments of £ 1 1 .50, you will be 
guaranteed the complete service of your choice, no 
matter when it is needed. And by making firm 
arrangements now you will help your family to avoid 
difficult decisions about the type of service required. 
These are not insurance policies but simply a way to plan 
ahead - for your own peace of mind and to help others. 

CUSTODIAN TRUSTEE: BARCLAYS BANK PLC 

Send for further details to: Recommended 

by 

CHOSEN HERITAGE LTD 
FREEPOST, 

EAST GRINSTEAD, 



RH19 1ZA 

or ring 

FREEPHONE 
0800 525 555 



cHosenOferiU 

.LIMITED . 


Please send me a brochure. I understand this service 
is completely confidential, with no obligation. 


Address: 


Post Code: . 
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HARLEQUIN GLASS 

Stained Glass 
Restoration 


Specialist in glass painting , repair 
of damaged panels and windows. 


We can undertake the complete work, from 
removal of the damaged panel through to the 
installation of the restored piece. 


REPAINTING, MATCHING OF 
ORIGINAL GLASS, & RELEADING 

New commissions also undertaken 


Folly Bridge Workshops, 

Thames Street, Oxford 0X1 1SU 
(access via Cromwell Street) 

Telephone 0865 727203 


ST JOHN’S 
COLLEGE CHOIR 
CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys’ voices for this world- 
famous Choir will be held on Saturday, 13 
October 1990, at St John’s College, at 9 
a.m. Choristers are educated at St John’s 
College School and are awarded 
Scholarships which are worth £4,000 a 
year. Candidates should not be younger 
than 7 years, nor be older than 9Vi years, 
on the date of the trial. 

Please apply to: 

The College Organist 

for particulars 


Sitting properly 

doesn’t have to be a pain in the back 



About a quarter of the population suffer from backache sometime in their lives. Cinti- 
que. after careful study and research have done much to help in the relief of such pro- 
blems. The Cintique Back Care Collection is the result and the Highgrove. shown here, 
is a fine example from it. 

A Classic style designed to fit into any environment, the four models in the Highgrove 
collection all have Cintique's unique springing system and high supporting back to give 
you the extra comfort and support your back needs. 

COME IN AND SIT DOWN — YOU'LL FEEL BETTER ALREADY 

Cintique® 

HULL LOOSLEY & PEARCE LTD 

120-123 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE 
Telephone: High Wycombe 33222 


get fit .. . 

NOT FAT 

SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 
MONITORED BY EXPERIENCED 
DOCTORS 

FAST , SAFE WEIGHT LOSS 

It's simple and safe — one pill per day 
makes you feel less hungry and enables 
you to keep to a calorie controlled diet. 
A complete re-education of eating habits 
to aid permanent weight reduction. 
Monitored by experienced doctors. 

£13 weekly 

(including medication) 

Just call in at: 


BERKSHIRE BIET CENTRE 

II CROSS STREET. READING. DERRS 

(Opposite Marks & Spencer^ 

or Telephone: 

0734 505227 

CLINIC TIMES: 

Monday /T uesday /Thursday/Friday 
1 1 .30am to 8pm 
Wednesday 4pm to 8pm 
Saturday 10am to 4pm 





The people are 


Singing of love 

ONE thing led to another on an ‘Arts: a Spiritual Quest’ course 
in the Chilterns Christian Training Programme (part of the 
Buckingham Archdeaconry Scheme). As a result of the interest 
in the course, an Arts in Christian Education Project was set 
up which in turn commissioned Song of Love. 

The composer is Kevin Bashford, a former All Saints, High 
Wycombe, chorister, and the Director, Philip Roderick, Prin- 
cipal of the Buckingham Scheme. Based on the Song of Songs , 
the work is a celebration in rock music, contemporary dance 
and African rhythms and has drawn its performers from all 
over the Chiltern area. 

Rehearsals were held in St Birinus Church, Booker, and the 
first London performance at St James’, Piccadilly on July 14 
attracted such enthusiastic reviews that a professsional record- 
ed cassette of Song of Love is now available (£5 plus 30p postage) 
from: Beta Productions Ltd, PO Box 309, Amersham, HP6 6DY. 

Photos, above and right, courtesy of Bucks Free Press. 

WHAT COURSES? 

JUST a few of the courses available: 

The Orthodox Way: An introduction to the spirituality, history 
and tradition of the Orthodox Church, with suggested avenues for 
prayer and devotion. Leader: Hugh Wybrew, the former Dean of 
Jerusalem (BCTS). 

Thinking Wednesday, Working Sunday: On Wednesday we 
are farthest from Sunday: Monday is over but the end of the week 
feels a long way off. Is Church just a leisure occupation or is it 
interested in the real world? Is our world fragmented or do we hold 
to Christ in all things? Leader: David Tonkinson, Industrial Chaplain 
in Bracknell (BCTS). 

Issues for the Nineties: The new decade is likely to be a time 
of great change. But should Christians resist change in political, 
spiritual and moral outlooks or welcome it? What kind of faith do 
we need to approach a new century? Are the old certainties enough? 
Leaders: Susan Cole-King, a qualified doctor and a parish deacon 
and David Cockerell, author of Beginning where we are: a Theology 
of Parish Ministry (OACTS). 

A Christian response to AIDS and HTV: Fear, confusion, anger, 
are common reactions to HIV and AIDs. Who is at risk, what hap- 
pens as the disease progresses and is there hope of a cure? As 
parents, friends, colleagues and neighbours we need to be inform- 
ed. Then, many people with HIV feel outcasts even from the 
Church. How should we as Christians respond and what can we 
do to offer practical help. Leaders: Janet Proudman, a Reader and 
senior lecturer at Oxford Polytechnic who represented OXAIDS 
at the first ecumenical consultation on AIDS; Sarah Walton, a doctor 
who has responsibility for AIDS patients at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital (OACTS). 

Evil, Suffering and Religion: The problem of evil and suffer- 
ing is one of the main stumbling blocks to a religious view of the 
world. This course will survey the different ways in which different 
religions of the world have attempted to cope with the problem both 
theoretically and practically. Leader: Derek West, Community 
Chaplain in Slought (BACTS/T). 

Praying for life: Barbara Doubtfire, Parish Development Ad- 
viser for Oxford, returns by popular request. In seven sessions she 
will use various activities to make vivid connections between prayer, 
temperament and life experiences. Starts September 20 at Steeple 
Claydon Church (B ACTS/C). 

Holy Land Pilgrimage: Not exactly a course but there will be 
plenty of time for spiritual journeying and reflection on this ten- 
day visit next spring. Staying in Jerusalem and on the Sea of Galilee, 
pilgrims will be able to discover the beauty of Holiness in sacred 
sites, in the quietness of the desert and lake and in the sanctuary 
of their hearts. Leaders: John Hudson and Philip Roderick. 
BCTS: Berkshire Archdeaconry Christian Traning Scheme (C — 
Cottesloe, T — Thamesway , CC — Chiltern. 

BACTS: Buckingham Archdeaconry Christian Training Scheme. 
OCTS: Oxford Archdeaconry Christian Training Scheme. 

All courses are open to men and women , and are ecumenical. 
Full brochures of all courses available from the Principals. 


“Certificates, Directors of Studies, Core 
Curricula ...” For some, these words look 
off-putting and conjure up a picture of a 
kind of Diocesan Open University which 
also has lectures and classes. 

Well, there is something in that, for 
many people have returned to serious study 
or come to enjoy it for the first time since 
leaving school, through courses offered in 
the Christian Training Schemes. It has led 
some to train for authorised and ordained 
ministry — and given them the start they 
needed. Others it has taken in different 
directions affirming their lay discipleship. 

But all this is only half the story. “The 
people are on the move,” said a 
Buckinghamshire Rural Dean to me a 
decade ago. It was this perception that the 
whole people of God were on the move, 
and wishing to make the Church more holy- 
and evangelical, that inspired the^ 
Diocesan Synod to request that the Chris- 
tian Training Schemes be set up. Subse- 
quent events have affirmed this action of 
Synod, as many parishes have developed 
every-member ministry, and the Schemes 
have been used by lay people and clergy 
alike to enhance their knowledge and skills 
within a learning fellowship that includes 
people from many parishes. 

While a strategy for parish development 
is teased out and nurtured on home ground 
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Oxford Archdeaconry scheme 

Working to make 
Gospel relevant 


THE Oxford Archdeaconry 
Training Scheme has been bran- 
ching out during the past year, 
developing new centres around 
the county, so that courses and 
workshops are more locally bas- 
ed and within easy travelling 
distance for everyone. 

Saturday workshops with a 
very practical emphasis are now 
a regular feature and proving 
very popular. Subjects range 
from topical issues (a Christian 
response to HIV and AIDS) to 
nuts-and-bolts guidance (pro- 
ducing a parish magazine); from 
Church concerns (informal wor- 
ship for all ages) to community 
needs (caring for the bereaved 
and depressed). 

How do you measure whether 
a course is successful or not? 


Perhaps the best indicator is the 
increasing number of pedple 
coming back for more. “I’ve 
been to an evening course every 
term this year, and it’s opened 
up whole new horizons about 
Christian faith,” was one recent 
comment. And after exchanging 
ideas with others at a workshop, 
one would-be youth leader went 
back to her church full of new 
optimism: “We could try that in 
our village.” 

As we move into the Decade 
of Evangelism, clergy and lay 
people on the courses together 
are to find ways of demon- 
strating the love of Christ and 
the relevance of the Gospel in 
their local community. 

Gill Sumner 


Berkshire Archdeaconry scheme 

Learning together 
to grow together 


IT is a happy truism that mighty 
oaks from little acorns grow. 
But no less than that, it is worth 
celebrating the work of ACTS 
(The Archdeaconry Christian 
Training Schemes) which in 
some places grows alongside ex- 
isting courses of study and in 
others are new found, rare and 
hitherto unimagined. 

Throughout Berkshire, the 
range of experience and of ex- 
pectation varies widely too. But 
each of the local programmes 
now looks forward to working 
together as part of a wider 
Diocesan team as well as pro- 
viding, first and foremost, 
locally. 

The primary task we set 
outselves is that of enabling you 
to help your church. Such a ven- 
ture, necessarily and rightly, is 
ecumenical — providing for 


both lay folk and for those ex- 
ercising ordained ministries. We 
grow together; and while learn- 
ing like the whole process of 
Christian formation, is only a 
part of our life’s experience, it 
is better shared. 

Those who have enjoyed 
courses throughout the last four 
to five years can look forward 
to more challenges, more en- 
couragement and every sign of 
growth in the Faith. On Tues- 
day, October 2, at 8pm there 
will be a service for celebrating 
the work of Berkshire Christian 
Training scheme in the Minster 
Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
Reading, to which all course at- 
tendee, leaders and learners 
alike, are invited, with their 
friends and families and their 
parish staffs. 

Nicholas Cran field 
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PCCS, whether it is about mission strategy 
or worship practice; Christian living and 
praying or growing old gracefully; teasing 
out more deeply the meaning of the Word 
of God in our day, or gaining skills that 
will help people in need. 

The wider fellowship of the Schemes 
provides an enriching experience that feeds 
back into the lifeof the local church, and 
makes the idea of the Deanery more of a 
reality for ordinary people. 

The Diocesan Institute (which brings 
together the Schemes in each archdeaconry 
with the Oxford Ministry Course prepar- 
ing candidates for ordination) may be a 
funny-sounding name. But it was the name 
given to us, and I guess is no funnier than 
a lot of names in the Church. Whoever 
wants to belong to a “United Benefice”?! 

What is important is that it was set up by' 
the Diocese in response to requests from 
ordinary parishes and people, and aims to 
provide the opportunity for us to be a more 
informed, holy and missionary Church. 

More than one thousand people came on 
our courses last year. Are they the courses 
you need? If not, please let us know. The 
explosion of energy generated by a people 
on the move is only beginning. 

Vincent Strudwick 
Canon Vincent Strudwick is Director of the 
Diocesan Institute. 


Making music (see story, opposite page) are the musicians 
and singers at the Arts in Christian Education project, with 
director Philip Roderick (centre) and Song of Love composer 
Kevin Bashford (left, on keyboard). 



Principals of three archdeaconry schemes, fetured on these pages: (left to right): Philip 
Roderick, Gill Sumner, and Nicholas Cranfield. 


Bucks Archdeaconry scheme 

Thinking, praying 
and also caring 


THE Certificate in Christian 
Studies is now successfully laun- 
ched and the nine foundation 
courses are being taken in dif- 
ferent permutations in our four 
training programmes (Chiltern, 
Cottesloe, Milton Keynes and 
Thameswey). What is also 
developing in this ‘College 
without Walls’ is a resourcing 
strategy pertinent to the par- 
ticular local area, with the 
overall aim of the programme 
directors being to empower the 
people of God in their thinking, 
praying and caring. 

It has recently become ap- 
parent to me how many people 
have been helped personally 
through sharing in one of our 
courses. Many individuals have 
felt challenged to offer 
themselves for leadership roles 
within their church, or for ac- 
credited or ordained ministry. 
Many more have indicated how 
course participation has helped 
them to develop self-esteem, a 
sense of tolerance and 
understanding, and a heighten- 
ed sensitivity to the touch of God 
and to the needs of others. 

From the rural areas to the 
densely populated, with students 
who are evangelical and 


catholic, charismatic and con- 
templative, seeds are being 
sown and bridges built. Learn- 
ing together is a risky but 
delightful business, and the 
rewards in deepened faith and 
awakened lifestyle are manifold. 

Throughout Bucks, each cen- 
tre is evolving a pattern of lear- 
ning and resourcing that reflects 
the needs of its constituency. To 
take but one example, the 
Chiltern programme has decid- 
ed to focus its non-foundation^ 
courses into four project areas," 
each containing workshops and 
courses and possibilities for in- 
dividual study /research. 

With the overall title ‘Grasp- 
ing Nettles’, the projects are: 
Journey into God: Prayer and 
Spirituality; Welcome Home: 
Relationships and Practical Car- 
ing; Moving Out With God: 
Evangelism and Discipleship; 
Alive and Running Well: Local 
Church Resourcing. 

Suffice it to say that in each 
of our areas, the local directors, 
Ian Jagger, Judy Rees, Jeremy 
Hurst and myself, will be 
delighted to see you taking the 
plunge and joining a course. The 
great adventure begins here! 

Philip Roderick 


The core 
curriculum 

IF you are a Reader can- 
didate in training, or if you 
wish to develop a deeper 
sense of your own Chris- 
tian response by a series of 
courses which lead to the 
Certificate in Christian 
Studies, we suggest that 
you enrol for the Core Cur- 
riculum courses. 

These are: 

Christian Believing (Al), 

Exploring the Old Testament 
(A2), 

Exploring the New Testament 
(A3), 

Growing in Prayer (Bl), 
Worshipping Together (B2), 
The Story of the Church (B3), 
Serving and Caring (Cl), 
Following Christ Today (C2), 

Communicating the Gospel 
(C3). 

These courses are intend- 
ed to cover a three year 
pattern. They are common 
to all the archdeaconry 
training schemes and may 
be taken in any order at 
any of the local programme 
centres. At least 75% atten- 
dance is required with the 
satisfactory completion of 
assigned work in the time 
given. 


WHO'S 

WHO 

DIOCESAN INSTITUTE 
Director: Vincent Strudwick, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. 
Telephone: 0865 244566. 
Berkshire Archdeaconry 
Training Scheme 
Principal: Nicholas Cranfield, 
St Mary’s House, Chain Street, 
Reading RG1 2HX. 
Programme directors: 

Bracknell and Reading: 
Nicholas Cranfield (address as 
above). Newbury: Hazel 

Johnston, 11 The Glade, 
Newbury; Wallingford: Mark 
Spurred, Brightwell Rectory, 
Wallingford, Oxon 0X10 ORX; 
Abingdon: Allan Doig, 3 River 
Close, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 
5LU; Wantage and the Vale: 
Jim Payne, 1 Timberyard Cot- 
tages, Shellingford, Oxon SN7 
7QA. 

Bucks Archdeaconry 
Training Scheme 
Principal: Philip Roderick, 18 
Sunters Wood Close, High 
Wycombe, HP12 4DZ. 
Programme directors: Judy 
Rees, Director of Cottesloe 
Christian Training Pro- 
gramme, 15 West Road, Great 
Horwood, Milton Keynes 
(029671) 3603. 

Ian Jagger, Director of 
Milton Keynes Training Com- 
mission, 2 Hoopers Gate, 
Widen, Milton Keynes (0908) 
662092. 

Jeremy Hurst, Acting Direc- 
tor Thamesway Christian 
t raining Programme, Christ 
the Worker Vicarage, Parlaunt 
Road, Langley, Slough (0753) 
45167. 

Oxford Archdeaconry 
Training Scheme 
Principal: Gill Sumner, 9 Chal- 
font Road, Oxford OXT 6TL. 
Area Co-ordinators (North 
Oxfordshire) Stuart Currie 
0295-264961. Area Represen- 
tatives: Aston/Cuddesdon: 
Gillian Blackshaw 0865 8905 1 ; 
Banbury: Stuart Currie 0295 
264961; Bicester: Jonathan 
Goodall 0869 253691, Penny 
Wood 086 97-310; Chipping 
Norton: Janet Russell 0608 
811009; Henley: Richard 
Chown 0491 575735; Ox- 
ford/Cowley: Gill Sumner 0865 
58023; Witney: Claire Titcomb 
0993 771234, Ron Glitheroe 
0993 702731; Woodstock: 
Leonard Doolan 0993 812543. 



COLOURWAY 

INTERIORS 


carpets & curtains 


Carpeting and curtains for commercial 
and domestic application. 

• Twist piles from £8.99 sq yd. 50% Wool 
50% Poly 

• Ready made curtains from £10.00pr (46" 
wide (petside) 54" drop) 

• Select from samples at your home or 
office 

• Free quotations at competitive prices 

• Top brand names 

• Quality fitting and installation 

• Prompt service, satisfaction guaranteed 

• Licensed credit broker 

• Made to measure curtains excellent quality 

• bedroom carpets from £5.75 sq yd 

(All prices shown are plus fitting and underlay) 


For more information on our comprehensive 
service, please call Timothy Campbell on: 


Maidenhead (0628) 777245 
Evenings (0628) 850353 
Mobile 0860 438070 


Colourway Interiors 28 Penyston Road. Maidenhead. Berkshire SL6 6EH 


SUPERMAIDS LTD 

7 THE CLOCK HOUSE, 

CARTERTON, OXON 

LOOK AT THE SERVICES 
OFFERED BY SUPERMAIDS 

★ House and Home Cleaning Service. 

★ Carpet, rug cleaning service with free carpet protector. 

★ Ceiling cleaning NEW FROM THE USA. Ceilings cleaned including 
tiles — no mess or fuss' 

★ Cars, caravans cleaned including all upholstery. 

★ Hard and soft floors cleaned and polished. 

★ Curtains cleaned in your own home or at our branch shop. FREE, 
FREE take down and rehang service including new curtain hooks 
if required. 

★ We clean all types of 3-piece suites — we also clean mattresses. 

★ We offer a flame and fume retardent service to British Standards 

— reduce your home or office insurance. 

★ We also offer germicides spraying — a must for children's 
illnesses. 

★ Supermaids deodorizers, this is sprayed into your home or office 

— removes all unpleasant smells for months. 

★ Pets — we can spray your home and remove all pet fleas and mites 
and protect your home from further infection. 

★ Flood and fire clean up service and restoration. 

WE’RE JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY 
(0993) 844628 or (0993) 844849 



Free pensions guidance 


Will You Retire on 
FULL PENSION? 

A Free Standing 
Additional Voluntary 
Contribution into an 
Allied Dunbar Pension 
could provide you 
with a better 
future. 


I can carry out a review 
of your present 
pension arrangements 
and show you how 
Allied Dunbar can 
help plug any gaps. 

For a free review 
please complete the 
coupon below or 
telephone me on 
0865 716151 



ALLIED 

DUNBAR 

PERSONAL FINANCIAL GUIDANCE 
Member of LAIJTRO 


To: Jeremy C. Starling fca mba Sales Associate 
representing Allied Dunbar Assurance pic 
Raglan House, 23 Between Towns Road, Oxford 0X4 3JH 


Yes, I’d like to know more about how Allied Dunbar can help 
me with pensions. 

Name: 

Address: 


Post Code: Telephone: 
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A QUESTION OF CARING 



Let us help you to 
find the right nursing 
or retirement home. 


GATEWAY 

BUREAU 



0483-234192 



Friendly 

Caring 

Service. 

Advice 

Given. 


David Silvey & Son 

Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 

72 Broad Street 

Westbourne Street 

Chesham 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 29193 

Tel: (0494) 791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment 

funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


'Six months to live' Richard brings the 
north the treatment that saved him 

Advertisement Feature 


Cangjaton Prinrg 

KINGHAM, OXON 

Registered Residential and Nursing Home 



Attractive single rooms, some ensuite and double rooms for married 
couples. 

★ QUALIFIED STAFF ★ 24-HOUR CARE 
Only 25 minutes by rail to Oxford. 

Proprietor: Mrs E. H. Burden SRN, SCM 

TELEPHONE: KINGHAM (060871) 233 


WHEN Richard Brown has a 
heart attack while running 
with an athletics squad four 
years ago, he was told he 
might have only six months 
to live. Doctors at Wythen- 
shawe Hospital suggested a 
triple by pass operation. 

But Richard had other 
ideas. He heard of a treat- 
ment known as Chelation 
from a friend in Harley Street 
who treats the royal family 
with alternative remedies. 

Chelation is a treatment of 
the arteries. It involves infus- 
ing into a vein a cocktail of 
minerals, vitamins and en- 
zyme, with the aim of clear- 
ing out heavy substances 
which damage the arteries. 

Alongside his own work. 


Richard haS set up The 
Arterial Disease Clinic, with 
its own doctor and nurses. 

Richard treats patients 
from all over this country 
and abroad. 

No drugs are involved in 
the treatment, Richard said 
that side benefits could in- 
clude improved eyesight, 
altertness, skin tone, hearing 
and other "pleasant sur- 
prises", among them look- 
ing younger! 

Richard has just written 
a book "Triumph over Heart 
and Arterial Disease", about 
his own experiences, which 
he hopes will be out shortly, 
and the proceeds from it will 
go to the foundation. 


Dial 



RIVERMEAD 

CENTRE 

Abingdon Road 
Oxford 
Tel: Oxford 
791818 


AM// 


Comprehensive Information held on all 

aspects 

SOME EQUIPMENT ON DISPLAY FOR 
BATHROOM & KITCHEN GADGETS 

Telephone for personal appointments. 

Call in or telephone between 1-4pm weekdays 
or 10-4pm Wednesdays for information on any 
aspect of disablement, clubs, equipment etc. 


ARTERIAL DISEASE CLINIC 


9 


FOR TREATMENT OF CARDHIVASCULAR DISORDERS 

ARTERIAL DISEASE 
HARDENED ARTERIES 

HELP IS NOW AT HAND 

Treatment is carried out by experienced medical staff 

Telephone NOW for details: 

(SOUTH) 

57A WIMPOLE STREET, LONDON W1M 7DF 

Tel: 071-486 3812 Fax: 071-486 3816 

(NORTH) 

70 THE AVENUE, LEIGH, LANCASHIRE 
Tel: 0942 676617 Fax: 0942 260285 

Patients are seen regularly by qualified doctors for follow-up tests, monitoring 
of progress from their original diagnostic tests and medical examination, and 
usually for reduction of blood pressure drugs. The doctors at the clinic prefer, 
with the patient's permission, to establish good contact with the normally 
prescribing physician to continue this progress. 



A view of the exterior at Holtwood Rest Home 

A small luxury Country Residence for the retired. We are situated 4*/2 miles West of Newbury, quietly 
nestling in 27 acres of beautiful English countryside in an area of outstanding natural beauty. 

Our home, is rather unique the small purpose built complex for the elderly has been converted from 
traditional 19th century granary buildings all of which have retained their character. 

Holtwood Rest Home is owned and personally supervised by Michael and Mary Brown R.G.N. N.D.N. 
Cert, who have lived in the newbury area for many years. 

Small is beautiful. Holtwood has been designed to create a home from home environment for our guests 
whether visiting us on a short term basis, or making a permanent home with us. Our main aim is to care 
for our guests in every possible way while at the same time the individuals privacy is always respected. 
Fully qualified nursing staff are on hand 24 hours a day. 

Home from home each of the six rooms are individually designed to a high standard and each with its 
own bathroom en suite. All rooms have a nurse call system, colour television with remote control and 
telephone. An additional feature is a bathroom incorporating a Heatsons Spa Physio Bath. We have set 
out to achieve a high standard of cuisine at Holtwood. Dietary needs are well catered for. 



Just one of our beautiful interiors 

It is difficult to put CARE into words, but we feel sure that once you have visited Holtwood and received 
its warm welcome you will want to stay. For father information or to arrange a visit please call Michael 
or Mary Brown on Highclere (0635) 254844. 

HOLTWOOD REST HOME, HAMSTEAD MARSHALL 
Nr NEWBURY, BERKSHIRE, RG15 0JH 


TRACY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day 
and night. 

Central heating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or dou- 
ble rooms. Day room. Lift. Pleasant 
gardens 

Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 

24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury, Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 






DESIGN 
DOMESTIC 
ARCHITECTURAL 
ECCLESIASTICAL 
RESTORATION 
REPAIRS 

DECORATIVE 

GLASS 


:g>axongn)kp 

CRAFTSMEN IN LEADED AND STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

21 MAW STREET • WESTON TURVXLE • BUCKS HP22 5RR 
TELEPHONE: AYLES8URY (0296) 612674 



NOAH’S ARK 


Pet Transport and 
Courier Service 

An invaluable service for elder- 
ly, invalid or non-driving pet 
owners, I will deliver with care 
and safety to vets, kennels, 
grooming, salon and house 
moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 


ST LUKES 
NURSING HOME 

Latimer Road, Headington, Oxford OX3 7PF 



St Luke’s Nursing Home and Rehabilitation Centre is situated in 
a quiet residential part of Headington. It is purpose built, homely 
and has many modern facilities, including X-ray, hydrotherapy pool 
and a well equipped physiotherapy department. Many of the com- 
fortable rooms have en suite facilities and televisions, and all rooms 
have their own telephone. There are spacious lounges and dining 
rooms and all the food is home made. Full nursing care is provided 
and St Luke’s has its own medical officer. 

For further information contact the Admissions Secretary on 
(0865) 750220. 



^Dentum 

y^UmOT Nursing Home 


Long/short stay accommodtion and Day Care facilities are 
available , with superb food and special diets prepared by our 
excellent chef 

for further details please contact: 

Mrs Abbis , SRN, QIDN 
Halings Lane , Denham, Bucks UB9 5DQ 

Denham (0895) 834470 


UNIVERSAL CARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable 
the elderly and infirm to remain 
living in their own homes. 
CHESTER HOUSE, 9 WINDSOR END 
BEACONSFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ 
Teh (0494) 678811. Fax: (0494) 
671259 

(EmpAgy FRES Member) 


i ou ntry iousins 

K. LmcrjjiTKA Mother* Lm.IVSV 

Employment Bureau 


THE NATIONWIDE 
CARING SERVICE 

Special care for your elderly relatives 
whether they arc sick, infirm or just 
lonely. 

Temporary help for your family during 
illness, confinement or holiday periods. 
Telephone for more information 

0455 558858 

23a Church Street. Lutterworth 
Leicestershire LEI 7 4AE 
FRES Member 
24 Hour Answering Service 

l-NMJ -I** * — — « 


is our aim 
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Ecumenical 


officers 



The Revd Gethin 
Abraham- Williams (Milton 
Keynes) 



Canon David Cawte (Berk- 
shire Archdeaconry) 


Ecumenical officers are ap- 
pointed by the Diocese to 
provide advice and informa- 
tion to parishes and deaneries 
on ecumenical matters. They 
give support to those work- 
ing in LEPs and other forms 
of ecumenical partnership 
and also service the work of 
the County Ecumenical 
Councils. 

Gethin Abraham-Williams is 
leaving at the end of 
September when Canon 
David Goldie will take over 
his ecumenical duties. At 
about the same time, the 
Revd Tim Higgins moves to 
the Diocese to become the 
Bishop’s Ecumenical Officer 
for the Buckingham Arch- 
deaconry 

Sharing the 
same Spirit 

IN the Chiltern Hills, just south 
of Wendover, there lies a 
hamlet. It’s not big enough to be 
a village. There are fewer than 
forty houses and just over one 
hundred inhabitants. There are 
no shops (though there is a duck 
pond); no public telephone or 
street lights; one pub and one 
restaurant (which used to be a 
pub but, try as they might, the 
villagers couldn’t keep them 
both going . . .) There is also a 
church — The Church of the 
Resurrection, Dunsmore. 

So far as the villagers know, 
their church is unique, because 
it is not aligned to any 
denomination, it is open for 
worship on the second and 
fourth Sundays in each month 
(plus the major festivals). It is 
run by a group of seven trustees, 
who lease the church from the 
Ellesborough PCC. 

Until now, services for the 
most part have had a Church of 
England ‘shape’. Sometimes 
ASB is used, sometimes the 
Book of Common Prayer. 
Preachers, though, have been 
from a range of denominations, 
including Roman Catholic, 
United Reformed Methodist and 
Anglican. One high spot was a 
visit from the Bishop of Oxford, 
when a congregation of over 70 
crammed into a space which is 
really no bigger than a good- 
sized drawing room! 

The trustees now feel ready to 
take a further step down the 
ecumenical road and intend, 
once a quarter, to invite a con- 
gregation from another church 
to hold ‘their’ service in the 
Church of the Resurrection, 
with the Dunsmore congregation 
sharing in the worship. 

There are diversities of opera- 
tions, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all. 

John Kilburn 


CHURCHES TOGETHER 

Making the 


MILTON Keynes has the largest 
concentration of Local 
Ecumenical Projects (LEPs) 
anywhere in the country — let 
alone in the Diocese! But what 
does this mean in practice? And 
if LEPs aren’t your scene, is 
there any way of getting a 
straight Anglican, or any other 
kind of service and ministry, 
without having to travel right out 
of the place? 

To those whose impression of 
it has been exclusively formed 
by t]ie media, and who, 
therefore, expect to find 50 
square miles of concrete jungle 
relieved by herds of concrete 
cows, actually visiting Milton 
Keynes can be quite a surprise, 
and a very pleasant one at that! 
Part of it has to do with 
discovering that there’s a lot of 
old Bucks nestling inside the 
new — including historic 
Anglican churches, many with 
mediaeval foundations. 

It is these churches, for the 
most part, that have chosen to 
become LEPs, and which form 
the bedrock of MK’s grass roots 
ecumenism. New and purpose- 
built church and community 
centres have, of course, been 
erected — and the last and most 
eye-catching of these will be 
City Church itself, due to be 
opened in 1992. The dynamic, 
though, has been created and 
sustained by local parish chur- 
ches, and by the existing chur- 
ches of other traditions — 
turning themselves into 
inter-denominational com- 
munities in order to maximise 
their relevance to the hundred 



plus individuals who, each 
week, move in to set up home 
in this phenomenally successful 
and pleasant environment. 

Because so many of its chur- 
ches are LEPs, a method has 
evolved of grouping them (up to 
a maximum of eight separate 
congregations) and of creating 
inter-denominational ministerial 
teams to serve and service them. 

In these churches, Anglicans 
not only rub shoulders easily and 
naturally with Baptists, and 
Methodists with URCs, but they 
are all able to feel they belong 
without renouncing the tradi- 
tions they came from, and 
towards which they still feel a 
strong sense of loyalty and of 
emotional attachment. The Sun- 
day Eucharist, nevertheless, is 
available to all, with everyone 
able to experience the full range 
of rites, and with the ministers 
of different denominations 
presiding. Services of believer’s 
Baptism are combined with 
Confirmation, and candidates 
received into full membership of 
all the participating 
denominations. 


Local church unity 


WHAT is a Local Ecumenical 
Project? 

It’s a place where Christians 
of different denominations have 
come together to discover a 
growing unity, and pool their 
resources to serve their local 
community more effectively. An 
agreement affecting building, 
ministry, and congregational life 
is drawn up, signed by the rele- 
vant church authorities. 

Are they all in new areas? 

Many LEPs are found in new 
towns and on new estates, but 
others are in cities, suburbs, and 
villages. 

How many are there in our 
Diocese? 

Around 50, 30 of them in 
Milton Keynes. 

Are there different types of 
LEP? 

Yes, there is no ‘off the peg’ 
model. Each is to some extent 
‘tailor-made’. But broadly there 
are three types: 

• A single, integrated con- 
gregation meet under one roof. 
An example of this is Blackbird 
Leys in Oxford where 
Anglicans, Methodists, United 
Reform Church, and Baptists 
have come together to form one 
congregation. 

• Two congregations share one 
church but retain their separate 
identities, worshipping at dif- 
ferent times. Examples of these 
are Henley (Anglicans and 
Methodists), Downley and Cip- 
penham (Anglicans and RCs). 

• The churches in the LEP re- 
tain their separate buildings and 
administration, but are 
represented on a joint church 
council. There are occasional 
united services and interchange 
of preachers, a joint newsletter, 
joint visiting of new areas, and 
sponsorship of community ac- 
tivities. Examples of this third 
type are Summertown and 
Wolvercote in Oxford, and Ab- 
ingdon. 

Are most LEPs formed where 
the separate churches are strug- 
gling to survive? 

Not at all. Abingdon is a good 
example of an area where strong 
churches have united to form an 
LEP. Often churches which 
have pooled their resources are 
able to serve their local com- 
munity more effectively than 


they were in their separateness. 
Many LEPs have congregations 
that are growing, and there is a 
liveliness that is not always to be 
found in denominational 
churches. 

But isn't there a danger of 
LEPs becoming a new 
denomination? 

The denominational authori- 
ties have guarded against such 
a possibility by setting up 
Ecumenical Councils for each 
county. These sponsor, support, 
and oversee LEPs in their area. 
Through them LEPs retain firm 
links with their parent bodies. 
Many LEPs have joint Confir- 
mations. In such services new 
members are received into all 
the participating churches. If 
and when members of LEPs 
move to another area, they are 
commended to the denom- 
inational church of their choice. 

Tony Moore 

The Revd Tony Moore is 
Ecumenical Officer for the Ox- 
ford Archdeaconry. 


LEPs in the Diocese 
with Anglican 
involvement: 

Oxfordshire Abingdon (RC, M, URC, 
B); Banbury Hardwick (RC, M, URC. 
E); Henley-on-Thames St Mary (M); Ox- 
ford Blackbird Leys (M, URC, B); Ox- 
ford Wolvercote and Summertown 
(URC). 

Berkshire: Bracknell St Paul (URC); 
Caversham Park Church (M); Cip- 
penham St Andrew (RC); Lower Earley 
Trinity (M, URC); Upton-cum-Chalway 
(M, URC); Woosehill Community 
Church (M). 

Buckinghamshire: Aylesbury City 
Centre (RC, M, URC); Coldharbour 
Farm (RC, M, URC); Chesham (M, 
URC, B); Downley St James (RC); Great 
Missenden and Prestwood (RC, M, B); 
Ludgershall (M). The Aylesbury LEPs 
are in the process of designation. 

Milton Keynes: City Centre Christ the 
Cornerstone (RC, M, URC, B); Sector 
Ministry Team (RC, M, URC, B); Blet- 
chley (RC, M. B); Hodge Lea (M, 
URC); North Bletchley (B); Olney John 
Newton Christian Centre (RC, M. URC. 
B); Water Eaton Centre (B); Woiverton 
(RC, M, URC). 

In the following areas, a number of 
ecumenical congregations are grouped 
under one head: Stantonbury (8 con- 
gregations) (M, URC, B), Walton (5 con- 
gregations) (RC, M, URC. B), Watling 
Valley (4 congregations) (M, URC, B), 
Woughton (5 congregations) (M, URC). 


future work 


There is also a growing 
degree of Roman Catholic par- 
ticipation. Though its discipline 
does not allow inter- 
communion, some LEP chur- » 
ches are now used as Mass cen- 
tres, and there are local 
covenants between Roman 
Catholics and other denomina- 
tions which indicate a growing 
commitment to working and 
praying with others in earnest. 

But is it all honey and light? 
Are there no problems? It would 
be unrealistic, let alone untrue 
and ludicrous, to suggest that in 
the whole of Christendom 
Milton Keynes had reversed in 
twenty years the consequences 
of a thousand years of division! 

So, the presidency of a 
woman Free Church minister at 
a Eucharist in an old Anglican 
church building, where the nor- 
mal regular pastoring is in the 
competent and caring hands of 
a woman Anglican deacon, 
whose ordination stops short of 
allowing her to preside, can pro- 
duce tensions, as well as raise 
questions! And requests for 
believer’s baptism from those 
baptised in infancy is a recurr- 
ing issue. 

And if, at the end of the day, 
you want your Christianity neat, 
there are still sufficient Anglican 
churches — middle, high and 
low — around, as well as those 
of other denominations, to meet 
your needs. And 65 congrega- 
tions — • more of them single 


denomination churches than 
LEPs — all meet together in an 
Ecumenical Assembly, covering 
the whole of north Bucks, and 
which is seen to have its own 
Ecumenical Moderator. The 
first of its kind in the whole of 
Britain, the Moderator is not 
seen as a replacement for the 
Bishops and the other church 
leaders, but as someone who 
will work with and alongside 
them as an ecumenical equal. 

After the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s spectacularly 
successful visit to Milton keynes 
in 1987, he is reported to have 
said on his return to Lambeth: 
“I’ve seen the future — and it 
works!’’ It would be hard to find 
many in Milton Keynes to 
disagree with that. 

Gethin Abraham-Williams 

The Revd Gethin Abraham- 
Williams is a Baptist Minister. 
Since 1981 he has been the 
Bishop of Oxford's Ecumenical 
Officer in Milton Keynes and 
Secretary of the Milton Keynes 
Christian Council. He also 
serves as Moderator of the Con- 
sultative Committee for Local 
Ecumenical Projects in 
England. Gethin is Welsh speak- 
ing and is returning to Wales to 
take up an important new post 
as General Secretary to the 
Commission of the Covenanting 
Churches in Wales and Provin- 
cial Officer in the Board of Mis- 
sion of the Church in Wales. 


One more step in 
Blackbird Leys 


“HAPPY birthday to you, Hap- 
py birthday to you, Happy Bir- 
thday Holy Family, Happy 
birthday to you’’: so rang out the 
familiar birthday song as the 
cake was cut. It was the thirtieth 
of Holy Family Church, 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford. 

The church in Blackbird Leys 
started in 1960, when an 
Anglican Priest, Peter Malton, 
moved into a house in Blackbird 
Leys Road and started holding 
services in his front room. 

This anniversary service 
started with one of the original 
members, Mrs Alice Moss, tell- 
ing how she and her husband 
had started going to the church 
following an “over the garden 
fence’’ chat with Peter Malton. 
Thirty years on, Mrs Moss is 



still a member and regular at- 
tender at the church, but things 
have changed in those 30 years. 
No longer is Holy Family only 
an Anglican church. It is now a 
local ecumenical project, with 
four denominations working 
together and, as far as the local 
people are concerned, one 
church. 

So, contributing to the service 
were two Baptists; Irwin and 
Sylvia Barnes, both of whom 
have been involved in the church 
since the 1970s, and they helped 
us with a ‘This is your life’ style 
presentation to remember these 
30 years. They reminded us too 
of another way in which the 
church is ‘one’; it is one with 
the community. It has been a 
mark of Holy Family that it has 
stood by and with the communi- 
ty of Blackbird* Leyes as the 
estate has grown up. 

Church and community do 



mix here, and they did so in the 
service. We received civic 
dignitaries and the worship was 
enhanced with music from 
Sophie and Jackie and from the 
Wesley Green School Guitar 
Group and prize winning Steel 
Band. At the end, we stood in 
a circle around the church, link- 
ed hands and sang, as a prayer 
for ourselves, for Blackbird 
Leys and for the whole world, 
“Shalom my friends, God’s 
peace my friends, be with you 
now and stay with you in all you 
do. Shalom, Shalom.” So we 
dedicated ourselves to serving 
the community for the next 30 
years (and beyond!). 

As a sign of that commitment 
we walked out on to Blackbird 
Leys Road where, 30 years ago, 
it all began. We walked out car- 
rying balloons; it was a party 
after all! We walked out to sing 
“One more step along the world 
we go”. We walked out to con- 
tinue working for the one God 
in this one world. 

Stephen Heap 

The Revd Stephen Heap is a 
Free Church minister in 
Blackbird Leys. 



Ecumenical 

Councils 

COUNTY Ecumenical Councils 
have arrived on the scene with 
a variety of different histories 
and a confusing array of names, 
as they take their place in the 
administrative structures of the 
newly formed Churches 
Together in England. 

But why counties? One of the 
greatest dilemmas which face 
different Christian denom- 
inations when they start work- 
ing together is that of 
incompatible boundaries. The 
Oxford Diocese is covered by 
part of three Roman Catholic 
Dioceses (Birmingham, Port- 
smouth and Northampton); four 
Methodist Districts cover the 
area (Oxford and Leicester, 
London North-West, London 
South-West and Southampton); 
The Baptist Union boundary bet- 
ween its Southern and Central 
Areas follows the Bucks county 
boundary post 1974 — the 
Church of England’s Arch- 
deaconries are pre-1974); and 
the United Reformed Church 
Provinces of Wessex, East 
Midlands and Thames North 
neatly trisect Buckinghamshire. 

To make sense of all this the 
counties have become the 
natural focus in which Church 
leaders can meet and ecumenical 
activities can be evaluated. 

With the growing pace of 
change, the new structures 
which now replace the old 
British Council of Churches, 
place much greater emphasis on 
these County Bodies. They have 
had to be strengthened and given 
more authority in order to be 
adequate ‘enablers’ and 
‘communicators’ to assist 
ecumenism from the grass- 
roots, and to tap local church in- 
itiatives. The area Church 
leaders are ex-officio members 
of each council, and there is 
representation for each of the 
mainstream Churches, with both 
ordained and lay membership. 

Berks and Bucks have each 
appointed part-time executive 
secretaries who provide a focus 
and growing strengths to these 
Councils, upon whom the 
weight of responsibility increas- 
ingly falls, particularly because 
of the very slim-line central staff 
now running Council of Chur- 
ches for Britain and Ireland, and 
Churches Together in England. 

Ann Kerr 

Ann Kerr is secretary of the 
Buckinghamshire Ecumenical 
Council. 

Sister Janet Wilcox, FMM is • 
Secretary of the Berkshire 
Ecumenical Council. The Revd 
Alan Simmonds is Secretary of 
the Oxfordshire Ecumenical 
Council. 

Ecumenical 

moderator 

MILTON Keynes is to have the 
country’s first ecumenical 
Moderator. 

The main Christian 
denominations have collaborated 
to create the new post. The ap- 
pointment, expected to be made 
in September, will be seen as a 
pastoral focus of unity and 
leadership during the Decade of 
Evangelism. 


Caring church 

COMMUNITY Care is in the 
news, and if your church or 
youth group is wondering what 
can be done at local level, the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Social Responsibility has a copy 
of the Jubilee Centre video on 
the Churches and Caring. Out of 
sight, out of Mind, and the 
study/action guide which goes 
with it. It is free, can be book- 
ed through Dorothy Fox at 
Diocesan Church House. Also 
available is the Jubilee Centre 
video, The Debt Trap. 

If your church already 
organises work with carers 
successfully — or if there are 
any other church /community h 
care schemes you know of which 
you think other churches could 
learn from, then please let me, 
Anne Borrowdale know at the 
BSR. 
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Blushing beauty for 
that big day 


Advertisement feature 


If you are getting married in a 
church, no one wants to look 
more radiant and glowing with 
health than a bride on her wed- 
ding day! 

You can help yourself to look 
your best by using the last two 
or three weeks before the big 
day to pamper yourself. 

There are many hair and beau- 
ty salons offering special make- 
over services for brides. 

A beauty therapist will experi- 
ment with a variety of hair styles 
and make-up to complement 
your looks and your wedding 
dress. 

When discussing a new style 
for you, both you and your 
stylist should bear in mind the 
design of your dress and head- 
dress before settling on the final 
look. 

White, cream and ivory are all 
difficult colours to wear, par- 
ticularly if your skin is very pale. 

By paying regular visits to the 
beauty salon and establishing 
for yourself a simple daily beau- 
ty routine at home, there is no 
reason why you should not look 
the picture of health when you 
walk down the aisle. 

Beauty treatments available 
range form facials, massage and 


leg waxing to manicures and 
saunas. 

If you are particularly pale- 
skinned, and find that none of 
the pastel bridal colourings do 
your justice, why not consider 
having a series of sessions on a 
sun-bed! 

A light tan will enable you to 
carry off pale colours more 
easily. 

On the big day itself it may be 
an idea to ask your hairdresser 
to come to your home. 

Most brides choose natural 
looking make-up which com- 
plements the subtle colourings 
of their dress, and accentuates 
their most flattering features. 

It is good idea to keep 
jewellery to a minimum. A sim- 
ple string of pearls, along with 
pearl stud earrings, will add 
sophistication. Chunky fake 
jewellery will not! 

Treat 

When the big day arrives you 
can greet it all calmly, having 
done all your preparation and 
decided on exactly how you 
want to look. 

So just relax and enjoy it and 
remember to smile for the 
camera! 


FOR ALL YOUR WEDDING NEEDS 
HIRE OR BUY - CALL 0993 702568 

CONFETTI & BELLES 

FOR A SERVICE SECOND TO NONE 


ANNE COLLINS 

EXCLUSIVE BRIDALWEAR & 
ACCESSORIES 

GREAT MISSENDEN (02406) 3724 

Call for an appointment to view our beautiful 
collection and discuss your complete 
requirements. 

Let us help you and your attendants to look the 
very best on your special day. 

‘Ravelston Martins End Lane 
Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9HR 


liss ( Tfe© 

Wedding Gowns & Accessories 

Fiorito, Lyn 
Ashworth, 
Romantica of 
Devon, Ellis, 
Marilyn 
Martin, Joel 
Peters 
and many 
more 

bridesmaid 
dresses. 

Large selection of headresses 
and accessories. Design service 
available. 

49 High Street, 

Old Amersham, Bucks. 
Telephone: (0494) 722854 

Open:- Mon, Tue, Fri, Sat 
9.30/5.30 Wed 9.30/8.00 Thur 
closed all day. (Outside hours 
by appointment) 
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Keeping the 
home fires 
burning 


Sun shines on Carian 



Members of Carian, the clergy widows’ group, met at the Bishop’s House in Ox- 
ford in brilliant sunshine recently. They were guests of Mrs Harries. Bishop 
Richard joined them for lunch. 


I F you want to find a clergyman in 
August, look on the beach at 
Broadstairs, someone once said. Why 
Broadstairs he didn’t explain, but certainly 
as we go to press in temperatures fast ap- 
proaching the magic century, who could 
blame anyone for abandoning his or her 
cassock and dog collar for a breath of sea 
air? 

In this Diocese, however, it is clear that 
some clergy at least have stayed at home 
this year, and are helping their congrega- 
tions to put the summer to good use. Holi- 
day clubs for children, flower festivals and 
cream teas for visitors have all provided 
quiet opportunities for mission, as well as 
fun and relaxation. 

There have been more ambitious sum- 
mer projects, too. The programme for 
Thame’s Neighbourhood ’90 ecumenical 
mission at the end of August included a 
holiday club for hundreds of local 
children, a coffee bar for teenagers and a 
rock concert in a giant circus tent with 
born-again 60s star Helen Shapiro, sing- 
ing sixties classics and contemporary 
gospel songs to around a thousand people. 

Water gospel 

The Church Army swung into action 
with a river borne mission to 
holidaymakers. In a narrowboat called the 
“Hartley Harlequin”, their team have 
been bringing the Good News to holiday- 
makers on the Thames. “It’s really good 
for people to meet Christians in a normal 
setting and to see us having fun. It makes 
it easier for them to talk with us, and whilst 
on holiday people have time to think about 
things a bit more deeply,” an organiser 
said. 

Abingdon’s churches have also been 
heading for the river, and on August 19 
an ecumenical boatload of 200 or more 
sailed downstream and were filmed as they 
went. It was all part of the preparations 
for Abingdon Alive, the town’s October 
ecumenical festival and mission. Plans in- 
clude the making of a video record of local 
people and their commitment to the town, 
and the film will have its public preview 
on Friday, September 21, at the Baptist 
Church in Ock Street. 

Toads and horses 

Of course, any talk of rivers immediate- 
ly brings to mind the Wind in the Willows , 
and from now on Kenneth Grahame’s 
book will hold special memories for the 
clergy team at Wantage. Early in June 
many of them sportingly took part in a 
lively production of ‘Toad of Toad Hall’ 
to fundraise for a parish centre. With the 
Curate, Father David Smart giving a con- 
vincing performance as the blustering 
Toad and Fathers Martin Yould and David 
Platt leading the weasels and stoats, no 
wonder more than 600 people came to see 
the play’s three performances. 


Drama of a different kind will boost the 
restoration fund of the parish of St Mary’s, 
Whitchurch, and provide financial support 
for the Sir Michael Sobell hospice in Ox- 
ford when King Henry V and his army 
return to the battlefield in September. With 
a large local cast, 30 of them on horseback 
(no clergy!), the Agincourt Field show will 
take place against the spectacular setting 
of Hardwick House, an Elizabethan manor 
house in Whitchurch. As an added attrac- 
tion, the narrator will be local actor, An- 
ton Rodgers, of ‘Fresh Fields’ fame. 
Details on the back page. 

Mersey link 

There was a time when even a visit to 
the next parish was a special occasion. 
However, the Thames-side parish of 
Streatley with Moulsford has a six-year- 
old link with the Merseyside parish of 
Fazaherley, more than 150 miles away, 
and earlier this year a party from Streatley 
travelled north for the reopening of a 
church centre on the Liverpool Sparrow 
Hall estate. In July a coachload of 40 
Liverpudlians made a return visit for the 



farewell service of the Revd Leighton 
Thomas. After 11 years as Vicar of 
Streatley and Moulsford he is moving on 
to Sutton Courtney. “The pilgrims from 
Merseyside were acknowledging the happy 
partnership with this parish,” he said. 

Abbey road 

All Saints’ Church choir from the small 
south Oxfordshire village of Rotherfield 
Peppard also took to the road this summer, 
when they went to sing Evensong at Sher- 
borne Abbey in Dorset. With them went 
friends and relations, and their choir- 
master, Vernon Openshaw, who has been 
directing them for 35 years. 

But Mr Openshaw is a mere chicken 
compared with Mrs Doris Heelas of Gar- 
sington. When she took over as choir- 
mistress and organist at Garsington church 
in 1940 the organ was still pumped by 
young members of the choir, and it is 
estimated that since then she has accom- 
panied at least 15,000 hymns, conducted 
2,000 choir practices, and served under 
seven rectors. Now a youthful 85, she says 
she has no plans to retire. 

To mark her golden anniversary Doris 
was lured to a surprise party at the village 
primary school. There, she found 200 
grateful parishioners waiting including the 
youngest choir member, eight-year-old 
Bryony Kay, who presented the bouquet. 
(Photo left courtesy Oxford and County 
Newspapers). 

DOOR stop 

So ends the summer and back come the 
clergy, renewed with sunshine and sea air. 
In their absence, however, they may sad- 
ly have missed an event of some 
significance. We are grateful to the 
Easthampstead’s Link magazine for poin- 
ting out a story in their local newspaper. 
It told of Reading Cricket Club’s defeat 
in the semi-final of the Withiam Younger 
cup and was headed: “Reading miss out 
on Lord’s return”. 

You see what happens if you go to 
Broadstairs. 



DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL 
and UK STOCKISTS of 
NEW SEALED EDGE WAFERS 
VINO SANTODENS, COMMUNION WINE 
Amber Wine, solely for Altar use 

Price Lists and details on request from: 

*- F. A. DUMONT LTD. High Slreel. Lymingc 

r\Si)f JMrtVlf Folta>,one - Kem CTI8 8EL Tel: ,0303) 863193 



ZENITH 

PROFESSIONAL 

DISCOTHEQUES 

Cater for Black Tie 
Functions, Dinner 
Dances, private 
parties, weddings. 

TEL. (06285) 26992 


BOW BELLES 

FOR EXCLUSIVE 
BRIDAL WEAR 

Wedding & Bridesmaids 
Dresses 

plus accessories to hire or buy at 
very reasonable prices. 

Tor more details telephone 
Christine on (0494) 482749 

and make an appointment to 
view our extensive range of 
beautiful dresses. 
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CAKE DECORATIONS 
BRIDAL ITEMS AND 
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WEDDING STATIONARY 



. From To Kalon 


^0^ 32 High Street, Wallingford 

0491 25573 

Madeline 0494 785 63 2 1 


Also at Allnutt, 47 Donkin Hill 

fficM 0707 322 448] ^ 


Caversham, Reading / > 

0734 472019 ^ 
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A new beginning 


Hi there, 

The title of this column is 
“Roger and Out”. As you 
probably know, “Roger and 
Out” is said at the end of a 
radio message. It shows that 
the message has been under- 
stood, and that the person 
receiving it knows what to do 
about it. It’s a good title for 
my new column because my 
name is Roger, and I shall be 
out and about in the Diocese. 

As I said, I am Roger, and 
my wife is called Beri. We have 
two daughters, Sian and 


Catryn, a cat, a hamster and 
a canary. 

I drive a cream-and-maroon 
Citroen 2CV Dolly called Pol- 
ly (that’s it in the heading). So 
keep your eyes open for us. 

Talking of new adventures, 
I have been thinking of new 
beginnings as I start my new 
job. It may seem strange 
to think of new beginnings in 
the autumn, when the coun- 
tryside around us seems to be 
running down to winter in a 
blaze of wonderful colours. 
But autumn is the seed-time of 


the year, and each seed is a 
new beginning. All of you are 
like seeds ready to grow into 
a bumper harvest. You each 
have talents and skills tucked 
away inside you, waiting to be 
used. Do you know what your 
talents are? 

Those of you who are at 
school are just beginning a 
new school year. Perhaps you 
have a new teacher, or are in a 
new school or perhaps you are 
going to school for the first 
time. Think of all the new 
beginnings you will be making 



— new books, new pens and 
pencils, new ideas to learn 
about. What an exciting time! 

In the very beginning, God 
created the earth and many 
beautiful things grew from His 
first idea — yes even you and 
I! God gave His world a new 
beginning when He sent His 
son, Jesus. 

From time to time I hope to 
show you how to make things, 
and it would be great if you 
could send me your ideas so 
that we can all share them. 

Roger Fray 



Brilliant yellow braces 


THIS year’s annual Diocesan Youth Festival, Yellow Braces, was 
the biggest ever, some 181 people and 50 adults came together on 
July 6 for a weekend under canvas at Whitchurch near Aylesbury. 

Grouped into “villages”, they took part in workshops, worship 
and wonderful fun as described in the uncensored comments of some 
of the participants: “I didn’t know anyone and I was scared when 
I arrived. Very soon I felt very happy.” “Making new friends is 
the best bit.” “I want everyone in all the churches to know how 
good it is.” “The workshops were great fun.” “I’ve never sung 
so much in church.” “The love and the sharing is a bit like a drug 
— you get hooked on it.” “The food was brill” (thanks to head 
chef Diocesan Church House secretary, Mrs Shirley?) “We need- 
ed more loos” (noted). “It was really, really, really, really, 
REALLY good.” “It was brilliant.” 


New faces of youth 


VISITORS to Yellow Braces in- 
cluded Peter Ball, the new 
Diocesan Youth Adviser, Peter, 
who has been Youth Officer in 
the Canterbury Diocese for four 
years has been involved in youth 
work since 1973. 

“The next decade is going to 
be an exciting and demanding 
ope for all involved in work with 
ydung people. The Oxford 
Diocese must continue to play a 
crucial part,” he said. 

His wife, Denise was born in 
South Buckinghamshire where 
they lived for 11 years. Peter, 
Denise and their two daughters, 
Nicola (11) and Catherine (7) 
are looking forward to living in 
Freeland near Witney. 

ROGER FRAY (see above) the 
new Diocesan Children’s Work 
Adviser, was bom in Newbury 
•and lives there still. He has also 
just completed 21 years as a 
primary school teacher in the 
same area. 

As Diocesan Children’s Work 
Adviser, he will be available to 



Peter Ball 


support parishes wanting to put 
the Children in the way report 
into practice whether this means 
advising on how best to involve 
children in worship, running a 
course for Sunday school 
teachers or offering suggestions 
for drama, music or model mak- 
ing projects. “Often people say 
that children are the Church of 
tomorrow but I feel very strong- 
ly that they are the Church of to- 
day,” he says. 


Walk the plank 


BEING a teenager and a Chris- 
tian is never easy. There seem 
to be pressures on all sides from 
people making you feel a freak 
for believing. There is a cons- 
tant battle between what our 
faith says is right and what 
society considers the trendy 
thing to do. But we don’t always 
help ourselves. The Church 
can offer support and en- 
couragement but too often we 
get discouraged by its popular 
image as a staid, dismal place. 

If everyone turned away 
disillusioned, however, the 
power and vitality of God’s Ho- 


ly Spirit would never shake our 
sleeping churches. The easiest 
way to damage things is from 
the inside. As young people we 
have just as much responsibility 
as everyone else to speak up and 
instigate change. I believe the 
Church is sitting up and listen- 
ing now, treating us as a 
valuable part of the Church to- 
day and not that of tomorrow. 
But remember we are only a part 
and not the whole. All too often 
we are put off by the “boring 
bits”, unable to see their worth 
to older generations in our one 
family. 


with us 

But no matter how open- 
minded we are, if we feel 
isolated it is harder to introduce 
new things. This is perhaps 
more of a problem in some 
village churches where there are 
few teenagers. However, I don’t 
believe the solution is to run to 
a different church. That just 
evades the issue and leaves the 
responsibility for making 
changes in someone else’s 
hands. There is so much we can 
do through prayer and action if 
we only have the courage to 
speak up and the patience to give 
the Church time to respond. 


Young DOOR 


The fellowship and support of 
other young people helps im- 
mensely. I have found such 
encouragement at Diocesan 
youth events. Apart from hav- 
ing great fun, the opportunity 
is there to talk and pray together 
and there’s always someone to 
listen in friendship. If you want 
to know more about these events 
and you are aged between 16 
and 25 come along on Sunday 
September 23 to the St Cle- 
ment’s Family Centre, Oxford 
for “Walk the Plank”. Full 
details are in The Back Door. 

Helen Crich 


Wedding 

Stationery 

Let us help your wedding plans run 
smoothly. Browse through our wide 
selection in the comfort of your 
home. 

CHILTERN STATIONERY 
SERVICES 0494 445969 



A beautiful and original 
collection of designer 
silk bridal gowns and 
accessories. 

View the collection in 
High Wycombe or in the 
comfort of the Rapt in 
Silk Mobile Showroom 
(which can be brought to 
your home). 

For details 
telephone 

Mary- Ann Wishart 
on (0494) 26746. 


Cleveland 

Carriages 

ROLLS ROYCE DAIMLER, 
JAGUAR ALSO MERCEDES 



For weddings and special occasions 

Phone Penn (049481) 6733 



Specialist in 
Wedding Buffets 

Marquees available 

Tel: (0734) 470586 


CAROLS CATERERS 

Catering for all 
occasions 
WEDDING, PARTIES, 

' FANCY DRESS ETC 

Well cater for your 
every need 

Help Decide . . . 

I'll Provide 

Tel: High Wycombe 446917 



TYPING/WORD 
PROCESSING SERVICE 

Business or personal, strictly 
confidential. 

Correspondence, thesis, 
manuscripts, estimates, invoices, 
etc. 

No work considered too small or 
too large. 

Competitive rates 

Contact: Monica Woods 

0865 341025 


THE COMPLETE 
CARPET 
SERVICE 

All types of carpets 
fitted including 
adaptations, also 
carpets cleaned by dry 
cleaning method. 
Phone anytime 
0235 523367 


GUTTER-RING 

(BANBURY 255652) 

PROP. Mr D. WEBSTER 



3 bedroomed semi from £190 
per house back and front 
including downpipes 

( Complete replacement gutters, 
choice of 4 colours in stock) 

So now's the chance to change that 
old cast iron, asbestos, tin. 

Also due to demand general property 
maintenance undertaken 
All work is guaranteed. 

DON'T DELAY - BOOK TODAY 
BANBURY 255652 


FLATS FOR SALE 

North Oxford 

Studio flat in co-ownership sheltered housing scheme 
for retired professional and academic people. 

This first-floor flat faces south and consists of a fully 
fitted kitchen and bathroom, fitted wardrobes in bed 
recess, store cupboard, and hall. There is a restaurant, 
fully equipped laundry and guest rooms. 

For further details please contact the 
Administrator telephone Oxford 510334. 


VIDEO - NEW 

LIFE of JESUS 

WILLIAM HOLE'S PICTURES - 60 M, COMMENTARY 8Y: 

Fr. r. bulbeck S.J. 

£10 POST FREE PAYMENT WITH ORDER TO 

VAL FULLER, 163 BROADWAY, DIDC0T, 0X0N. 



One Light 
Leads to Another 


with our Baptism Candles & Holders, as 
printed on the base is the suggestion that the 
candle can be lit again and again at each 
Birthday until Confirmation. 

This helps to re-enforce the meaning of Baptism 
for the whole family. 

Our holders make the giving of a lighted candle in 
the service easy and practical. Incorporated in the 
holder is space to record details of Baptism, 
Confirmation and First Communion. 

So much in one holder at so little cost must be 
why so many are now used, and they are easily 
available from SPCK, Mowbrays, many other 
Bookshops through C.P.S. or direct from our 
order department. 


Baptism Candles 


With a choice of three holders!) 

Original £14.00 for 20 

New Style 

(self assembly )....£ 12. 00 for 20 

(assembled) £14.00 for 20 

De Luxe... £15.00 for 12 Original 


Cradle Roll Kits 


For Baptism follow-up. You need only one 
volunteer to run this well-designed system. Initial 
kit only £24.50, further supplies available as 
required at low cost. 


Certificate Wallets 


For Banns and Marriage Certificates with a receipt 
for basic fees and extras. Packs of 25 for £9.00. 
All prices inclusive of post and VAT 
Full colour leaflet on request 


Grove House, Wade House Road, Shelf 
Halifax HX3 7PF 

Telephone: Bradford 0274 678337 24 hr 
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FAMILY TIES 


Caring for other people's 
children is not a new idea. The 
Second World War, when 
thousands of children were 
evacuated, gave many ex- 
amples of good family ex- 
periences for children. This 
knowledge has been developed 
since the war, and has changed 
to meet the needs of different 
children. 

Within our society, there are 
many different types of 
“families", and this is reflected 
among our foster carers. We 
have carers who are single, 
those who have been divorced 
or are widowed, those who 
have remarried, those who have 
their own children and those 
who do not. We have no 
stereotype family, though 
stability is important. Every rela- 
tionship has it's ups and downs, 
but to consider fostering, you 
will need the physical and emo- 
tignal space to include another 
child in your life. 

Children come into care for 
many reasons — but all are leav- 
ing their families, and most are 


Advertisement Feature 


sad to do this. There are a few 
who are glad of the new oppor- 
tunities offered by a foster fami- 
ly, but for most children the 
emotional ties to their original 
family are very strong, however 
badly they have been treated. 
Children may have been emo- 
tionally, physically or sexually 
abused, may have been 
neglected or otherwise not pro- 
perly cared for. They may have 
attended school irregularly or 
been in trouble with the police. 
They may have been rejected by 
their family or refused to return 
home. 

It is easy to list the many legal 
ways children come into the 
care of a local authority — for 
example, as a result of the work 
done by the police, social 
workers, teachers, doctors, 
health visitors, solicitors, 
magistrates, judges and many 
others who look at the needs of 
each child and their family to see 
what sort of help is needed. 

But whatever has happened 
to the child or young person and 
their family — once the child is. 


in care she/he needs someone to 
care for them. The child needs 
shelter, warmth, food, clothing 
— and someone prepared to 
give themselves to the child. In- 
itially, it may be a one way giv- 
ing by the foster carer to the 
child, who cannot yet return any 


affection. Over time, however, 
this can be changed and many 
foster carers speak of the thrill 
when they receive the first 
smile, or hug, or sharing of a 
confidence. 

Whatever children's past ex- 
periences have been, they 



They do need fun. 


Jim and Katie 
would welcome you 
with open arms 


Jim and Katie, like many of Berkshire’s 
children in care, are waiting for someone 
just like you. 

Someone who can give them car and atten- 
tion And secure home. 

You may feel that you haven’t got the right 
qualities to be a foster carer. But you’ll pro- 
bably be surprised to learn that, just as it 
won’t matter to the child whether you're 
man or woman, young or old, married, 
single divorced, nor does it matter to us. 
In fact, we’re keen to hear from you. As 
long as you care. You will receive a foster- 
ing allowance and we’ll provide full support 
on an on-going basis. 

To find out more call the Fostering Section 
in the Division closest to you: 

Reading — 58611 1 
Newbury — 46545 
Wokingham — 789656 
Bracknell - 426011 
Maidenhead — 32444, or 
Slough - 31201. 

or if you prefer, wite to Seamus Jennings 
in the Social Services Department, Shire 
Hall, Shinfield Park, Reading, Berkshire 
RG2 9XH. 


So would we. 



ANYONE FOR 
FOSTER CARING 


Royal County of 
BERKSHIRE 


deserve the chance to ex- 
perience family life for 
themselves and for their future 
families. If you can help a child, 
and help the other professionals 
working with the child, if you 
have space for a child in your 
family, dial 100 and ask for 
“Freephone Information Foster- 
ing" for a brochure, or if you 
would like someone to contact 
you to discuss fostering further. 

There are currently 520 
children in care in Oxfordshire. 
These children, due to a variety 
of reasons, are unable to live 
with their natural parents. They 
require a secure home environ- 
ment where they can stay, 
sometimes for a short time, 
sometimes on a permanent 
basis. 

People who become foster 
carers come from all walks of 
life. There is no qualification re- 
quired to become a carer. Peo- 
ple can be married or single. 


divorced or be childless. They 
can live in* rented or owner- 
occupied accommodation and 
can either be working or at 
home. 

In Oxfordshire, there is also a 
need for people from the ethnic 
minority groups to consider 
fostering. Children of different 
cultural backgrounds have dif- 
ferent needs, and it can be im- 
portant during a child's 
formative years to grow up in an 
environment which caters for 
those requirements, albeit 
dietary, religious, cosmetic, etc. 

Children who require fostering 
often have needs over and 
above those of a natural child. 
They may have had a traumatic 
time during their earlier 
childhood and are unable to 
trust adults. They may be 
moody, very quiet or disruptive 
or have other behaviourial pro- 
blems. Other children have more 
obvious problems — either men- 
tal or physical handicaps. 


WHAT DO 
THEY NEED 


There are 753 children in the 
care of Berkshire Social Services 
of whom 315 are placed with 
foster families. They are children 
of all ages, boys and girls, of dif- 
ferent racial origin, some have 
brothers and sisters with whom 
they should stay together (or at 
least keep in contact) and some 
have disabilities. The children 
may be in care for a whole varie- 
ty of reasons from illness or 
death of a parent to more 
serious problems such as abuse 
or neglect. They may be in care 
for days, weeks or months. 

What the children have in 
common is the right to family life 
and, if unable to be with their 
own family, then the opportuni- 
ty to grow, develop and ex- 
perience happiness in another. 
Daily many children are 
benefiting from living with foster 
carers who understand them, 
are loving and patient, energetic 
and have a sense of fun. These 
families are ordinary — but — 
special people because they 


seem to have these qualities in 
abundance and use them to care 
successfully for children. They 
are ordinary — but — special 
because although they 
sometimes regard themselves 
as ordinary folk doing very or- 
dinary things this is really special 
to a child placed in their family. 

Sadly some of our children are 
missing out on these ex- 
periences because there is a 
growing serious shortage of 
foster families. May be one of 
the difficulties is that many 
families (couples or single peo- 
ple, with or without children, 
black and white, young and 
older, married or not, working or 
unemployed, homeowner or te- 
*nant) do not realise just how 
special they could be to one or 
more of Berkshire's children. We 
are hoping that they will take the 
trouble to find out more — just 
a telephone call or a letter we 
will welcome them with open 
arms (promise!). 





BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 

WANTED 


PEOPLE WHO CARE 

Can you help with other peoples children and maybe let them 
go back when the time is right? 

Have you patience with sad and miserable children? 

If so maybe you can help us provide a home for a child whose 
parents are not coping. 

INTERESTED — PLEASE RING US 
FAMILY PLACEMENT TEAM 

Beaconsfield — 671643 
Aylesbury — 383800 
Milton Keynes — 606488 
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Tutu in Oxford 


Advertisement Feature 


YOU CAN HELP 


Buckinghamshire Social Ser- 
vices has several Family Place- 
ment Officers who recruit, train 
and support families who foster 
children whose families are in 
crisis. The plan is ultimately to 
.eturn children to their parents 
as soon as possible but for some 
this is not possible or desirable, 
therefore longer term or perma- 
nent care is required. 

We endeavour, as is a child's 
right to enable them to grow up 
in a caring and loving family and 
through careful selection, we at- 
tempt to find a suitable family 
for each child to meet their in- 
dividual needs. There are no 
"hard and fast rules" about the 
right people to become foster 
parents. We need to offer a wide 
range of services but in par- 
ticular we need to hear from:- 

Families who like and can take 
teenagers. 

Black families to help black 
children grow up in a familiar 
family and lifestyle. 

Families who can care for 
handicapped youngsters. 

Fostering can be rewarding 
and satisfying. This comes from 
sharing home and security of the 
foster family when the child 
needs it most, watching a child 
develop greater confidence and 
stability and happiness, know- 
ing you are helping todays child 


have a better tomorrow, 
assisting parents in crisis. 

Fostering can be hard work. 
Plans can go wrong and Foster 
families who admit that things 
are not going well, often feel 
guilty or a failure. Support is of- 
fered on an individual basis from 
a Family Placement Officer and 
also from training and support 
groups organised throughout 
the county. 

Many experienced foster 
parents will initially say to pro- 
spective families "you must be 
mad" but will continue by shar- 
ing the pleasure in addition to 
the pain. 

Parents of foster children will 
generally be encouraged to keep 
in touch with them. Even where 
a return home seems unlikely, it 
is important for the child to keep 
contact with their natural family. 

Foster children are not like 
your own and love is not suffi- 
cient. Fostering is a valuable and 
important job. More people are 
recognising the skill and com- 
mitment that goes into looking 
after other peoples children. 

You not only foster the 
children but also often their 
families, hopefully working 
towards returning to an 
equilibrium for the child in your 
care and their family. 


You don’t 

have to 

be a Samt 
to be cc 

Foster 


... but Foster Carers must be patient, 
understanding and tolerant and willing 
to provide a temporary, or sometimes 
permanent, home for a child. 

There is no typical Foster Carer. She, 
he, or they can be aged 25 to 60. 
From any ethnic or social background. 
Married or unmarried. And with or 
without children. 

V 

Interested? Dial 100 and ask for 
‘Freephone Information Fostering’. 


OXFORDSHIRE 

f countv\council\ 

FOSTER CARING 




Spreading warmth 
and wisdom 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu (pictured above) brought a touch 
or Atncan warmth to Oxford when he paid the city a flying visit 
in July. Officially, he was there to receive an honorary doctorate 
in Divinity from the University, but he also found time to meet 
the Bishop of Oxford, to attend a press conference at Christ 
Church, and even to call in at Peers School in Littlemore where 
the pupils and staff have formed a strong link with a school in 
Katanga, Tanzania. 

Speaking at the University Church of St Mary on the theme 
of ‘The role of the Church in the New South Africa’ he shared 
his vision of a country where everyone would be open to the 
will of God and to the demands of the Gospel. It was, he said, 
by our commitment to the Gospel values of justice and peace 
lived out in relation to our brothers and sisters the world over, 
that we would in the end be judged. 

Photos by Billett Potter 


Tutu and (left) the Hon. Mr Justice Enoch Dumbutshena, 
Chief Justice of Zimbabwe, at Oxford University Encaenia 
where both received honorary doctorates. 


Mrs Leah Tutu, with Mrs Rachel Heaton, wife of the Dean 
of Christ Church, sitting under Kneller’s portrait of Hen- 
rietta, the Countess of Oxford, in the Deanery drawing room. 
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Telephone: (0865) 880505 
The complete advertisement guide 


REQUIRED TO WORK at busy 
publishing office near Oxford. Part-time 
Credit Controller for temporary assign- 
ment September-December, approximate 
hours 9am-3pm, 2-3 days a week. Salary 
negotiable. For further details telephone 
Oxford 880505 and ask for Karen 
Johnson. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
( 0865 ) 880505 

and soeaK to 
Jeanne or Glyn 


RETAIL ART SHOP for sale. South 
Berkshire. With living accommodation, 
freehold. Ref: BM/HP, Edwin Smith, 
Accountants, 34 Queens Rd, Reading. 
Tel: (0734) 581956. 


WANTED for St James Aston, black 
cassock, size 42in chest, good condition. 
Tel: 0993 771570 or 859744. 


JEWELLERY AND SILVER 
SOCIETY OF OXFORD. 

Siversmithing and Jewellery classes 
held weekly in Oxford, contact 
Elizabeth Burra, Tel 0235-831438. 

HAWRIDGE AND CHOLESBURY 

Churches Annual Fete. Hawridge Com- 
mon, Monday 27th August. Official 
opening at 2pm by The Lord and Lady 
of the Manor. 

EDEN VALLEY. Visit Lakes and 
Dales. 5-bedroomed farmhouse, self- 
* catering or bed and breakfast, good 
fellowship. “MARANATHA” Barras, 
Kirkby Stephen, Cumbria CA17 4ES. 
Tel: (09304) 732. 

AU PAIR GIRL required for Christian 
family in Eastern France. Start as soon 
as possible, for one year, possibly two. 
Tel: Oxford 251228. 

ORGANIST/CHOIR director required 
Jan 1991 for Parish Church Deddington. 
Oxon. Strong choir, Binns organ. £950 
plus fees. Contact Vicar, 0869 38329. 

WANTED: Good secondhand Mission 
Praise and A&M Mymn Books for St 
James’ Great Horwood. Contact Babs 
Fraser, 029-671 3277. 



24 HOUR 


BROKEN WINDOW? 


SERVICE 


0628 777712 


GLASS • GLAZING • SEALED UNITS 

FOR ALL YOUR GLASS 
AND GLAZING NEEDS 


PRO-PLUMB 


Professional central heating and plumbing 

NEW HEATING SYSTEMS INSTALLED, OLD SYSTEMS 
OVERHAULED, COMPLETE BATHROOM SUITES 
INSTALLED (including tiling), BOILERS SERVICED AND 
GENERAL HOUSE MAINTENANCE, etc. 

Over 60 years trade experience. Member of the N.A.P.H.E. 


Telephone: Reading 477408 


No job too small 





CONSTRUCTION 

We STEAM into your plumbing and 
building problems 
Anytime: 0831 342499 
After 1pm: 0494 443477 


For Free Brochure phone 

0802 818850 

or write to 


CARLTON THERMAL BLINDS 
DEPT DOOR, 161 CURZON STREET, 
NETHERFIELD, NOTTINGHAM, 
NG4 2NR 


A life of Jesus — on video 


WHEN I heard that my Roman Catholic 
colleague, Fr Robert Bulbeck S. J. had, 
after two years’ painstaking work, produc- 
ed a video of the Gospel story, I invited him 
to show it at my house. 

I had also invited about 25 people from 
the villages to watch with us. They com- 
prised Anglicans, Methodists, Roman 
Catholics and a few Baptists. As it was 
Eastertide we watched the second part of 
the four-part video, covering the Passion 
and Resurrection narratives, lasting about 
30 minutes. 

The video consists of the artist William 
Hole’s pictures. When Hole visited the 
Holy Land in 1901, he took many 
photographs and made numerous sketches 
which he used as studies for the 80 pictures 
he painted between 1901 and 1906. In all 
of them he makes the figure of Jesus stand 
out. He aimed at virility, realising reverent 
piety alone could be unimpressive. 


Fr Bulbeck, who directed and produced 
the video, roams the camera over Hole’s 
pictures, sometimes picking out details and 
at other times moving around the pictures, 
thus presenting us with a dramatic and vivid 
illustration throughout the Gospel’s account 
of Jesus’s life. 

A discussion followed the first viewing, 
and it was obvius that the impact of this 
video would be of enormous value to small 
Bibly study groups, confirmation can- 
didates and folk of all ages. 

Can I recommend this video as a useful 
tool during this Decade of Evangelism to 
all incumbents and especially for the use 
of smaller groups; mixed in age and 
, spirituality, who want to discover the life 
of our Lord in a truly educational and easy- 
to-understand way? 

The price of £10 (incl VAT and postage) 
makes this video a very easily accessible 
medium of great value. 

Geoff van de Weegen 



Geoff van de Weegen (left) and 
Robert Bulbeck pictured on the right 
side of the bars at the village prison 
next to the parish church at 
Stonesfield, where the Roman 
Catholics also regularly worship. 


Paul: was he a Christian 
feminist? 


WHEN visiting Athens last year 
I felt an extraordinary sense of 
excitement to find myself on the 
Areopagus, the very spot where 
Paul made his plea for all peo- 
ple, men and women, to seek the 
true God. And yet, I mused, if 
only it had been anyone but 
Paul, whose writings have pro- 
vided the rationale for constrain- 

Try taking 
a dose of 
Newman! 

LIKE our food, spirituality now 
comes processed and packaged 
for convenience. In John Henry 
Newman: Prayers , Poems , 
Meditations (selected and in- 
troduced by A. N. Wilson, 
SPCK, £12.95), Wilson has 
usefully trimmed down 
Newman’s sermons and devo- 
tional writings to give us the 
‘inner man’ of prayer and 
meditation. Perhaps this division 
between inner and outer is false, 
for Newman is the orthodox 
apologist through and through. 

The six sections give material 
on Faith, Prayer, Christ, 
Discipleship, Holiness, and 
Heaven. There is a reading or 
poem, prayer or meditation for 
each day over a six month 
period — rather like a course of 
medication! 

Whether Newman’s piety is 
the right stuff to foster your 
spiritual health will depend on 
your own needs and tastes. 

Jim Woodward 


ing the role of women in 
organised Christian life down to 
the present day. 

John Temple Bristow, faced 
with justifying Paul’s stance to 
his own 20th century congrega- 
tion in Seattle, felt that the whole 
issued warranted further in- 
vestigation. He, along with 
many other scholars, knew of 
contradictions in Paul’s writings 
about women and he decided 
they could no longer be swept 
under the carpet. He determin- 
ed to try and resolve them. The 
result is What Paul Really Said 
About Women (Harper and 
Row, £7.95). 

Bristow began by translating 
key passages in the episdes from 
modern English into Greek — 
did not match the original texts. 
By looking deeper into the 
subtleties of meaning within the 
original Greek, and then setting 


fOOKStUI 


the writings in the context of the 
social mores of the Hellenised 
world, he concludes that Paul in- 
tended not to marginalise 
women in the Early Church but 
rather to enhance their value, to 
involve them fully in prophesy- 
ing and in the study of the 
scriptures. 

Moreover, Bristow shows that 
Paul proposed a model of mar- 
riage as a partnership of equals 
— a view quite at variance with 
the attitudes of his time. In 
short, he was an early Christian 
feminist! 

Does this analysis ring true? 
It actually deserves serious con- 
sideration. It is based on a 
scholarly appraisal of the 
original texts, it resolves the 
contradiction between Paul’s 
writings and Jesus’ approach to 
women as recorded in the 


Gospels, and it accords with 
what we know of Paul’s 
character, a bold and fearless 
missionary, meeting mob 
violence, death threats and im- 
prisonment face to face, and still 
coming back for more. He 
seems to be just the sort of man 
who could hold, and urge, his 
followers to adopt attitudes 
which defied convention. 

Discussion topics at the end of 
each chapter provide a helpful 
guide for further exploration of 
the issues raised in the book. 

This is a scholarly but ap- 
proachable book, which reach- 
ed to the heart of the most 
divisive issue facing the 
established Church today. John 
Bristow remainds us of the 
critical difference between the 
words of the scriptures and mere 
tradition. It should be required 
reading for all who wish to make 
an informed contribution to that 
debate. 

Linda Radford 


An Oratory for Oxford 


AN Oratory in Oxford was John 
Henry Newman’s dream. A piece 
of land was even set aside for the 
venture but it was opposed by the 
Roman Catholic heirarchy on the 
grounds that Catholics should 
have nothing to do with the 
University. Now, however, that 
dream is about to be realised. Just 
three days before the centenary of 
his death on August 11 it was an- 
nounced that the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Birmingham had 
given permission for two priests to 
take over the Church of St 
Aloysius in North Oxford with a 
view to founding an Oratory there. 


Priest-in-charge of the venture 
will be Father Robert Byrne 
assisted by Father Dominic Jacob, 
both of whom come from the 
Oratory at Maryvale near Birm- 
ingham which Newman founded. 

“We have seen it as providen- 
tial in the Newman centenary year 
to be able to carry on the work 
first of St Philip and then of 
' Newman.” The two priests hope 
to begin their new life on 
September 8 but before the 
Oratory can be formally estab- 
lished at least two more members 
will be needed. In the meantime 
they will start their community life 


in St Aloysius’ Presbytery. At the 
same time they will be “trying to 
be a Christian presence in the city 
of Oxford, working in the parish 
community very much as Newman 
did”. 

The Oratory movement was 
first developed by St Philip in 
Rome in the 16th century before 
being brought to Britain in the 
19th century by Newman. The 
word means a “house of prayer” 
and Oratarians live a community 
life of prayer, preaching and the 
administration of the sacraments 
but in the context of a working 
parish. 


tv-sun 

4 cTroof<% 

w BLINDS ' 


iranCBEST DOUBLE GLAZING 

CsSSS- REPMR SERy|CE 

Aluminium and uPVC 
Repairs or replacement of any 
type of locks, handles, hinges, 

L-plates, glass units etc 
Insurance quotations and repairs 
carried out 
New installations 
24-hour service 

( 0295 ) 720069 


WYCOMBE 



GLAZING 


THE KEY TO A WARMER, SECURE HOME! 

uPVC Replacement Windows from £150 + VAT 
uPVC Double-Glazed Patio Doors, fully installed from £695 
-h VAT 

TEL: (0494) 443108 



LOOKING FOR A NEW DOOR 

WHETHER IT’S A FRONT DOOR, BACK DOOR, 
STABLE, FOLDING, CUPBOARD, LOUVRE OR 
GARAGE DOOR, WE HAVE SOMETHING TO OFFER 



□BQ 
CO 3 
EDO 

□ □ 


□□ 

□□ 

□□ 


000 

□00 


CONTACT US TODAY TO 
ARRANGE A FREE HOME 
ESTIMATE - NO OBLIGATION 


★ SLIDING MIRROR 
WARDROBES 

★ PATIO DOORS 

★ ELECTRIC OPERATORS 

★ ELECTRIC GATE 
OPERATORS 

★ SECURITY PRODUCTS 

★ BRASS, WROUGHT IRON 
AND ALUMINIUM FITTINGS 

★ FULL FINISHING SERVICE 


CAN T GET IT HOME, ASK ABOUT FREE DELIVERY SERVICE. OPEN MON-FRI 9-5.30 SAT 9-12.00 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY OR PHONE FOR A FREE BROCHURE 

(0494) 776338 

UNIT 11. HOWARD ESTATE, CHILTON ROAD, CHESHAM. BUCKS, HP5 2AU 



TRACKDOWN 


Looking for something 
but just can't find it? 

★ Information 

★ Goods 

★ A Service 

★ A Car 

★ Or the house 
of your dreams 
perhaps? 

ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

Why not let 

TRACKDOWN 

try and locate it for you! 

For more information ring: 

0295 89619 
0836 289054 Mon-Sat 
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The DOOR opens on: 




St Andrew's Shared Church, Cippenham 



Sharing of 
resources 



Michael Westney (left) and Tim Russ. Photo: Frank Blackwell. 


THE notice-board outside what 
was once described as the best 
looking factory in Slough reads: 
“This church is for the whole 
community”. Perhaps that is the 
real justification for the ex- 
istence of this unusual multi- 
purpose building. 

The full story of St Andrew’s 
Shared Church may be read in 
the Oxford Diocesan Magazine 
for April 1985 and August 1987. 
It is probably sufficient to say 
here that the desire and per- 
sistence of Anglican and Roman 
Catholic congregations, led by 
their clergy, to create a place of 
worship, and to provide a place 
for members of the whole com- 
munity to meet for business and 
pleasure, resulted in the open- 
ing of St Andrew’s on the Feast 
of St Andrew, September 30, 
1970. On November 30, 1990 
we shall welcome the Romal 
Catholic Bishop of Northampton 
and the Anglican Bishop of 
Buckingham, to lead our 20th 
birthday celebrations. 

We are proud that we were 
the first purpose-built shared 
Anglican/Roman Catholic 
church in Britain. Because there 
was no other feasible way of go- 
ing forward 20 years ago, we 
were set up as a limited com- 
pany and registered charity, 
managed by a board of Catholics 
and Anglicans — but still firm- 
ly within our respective diocesan 
organisations! As far as the 
Anglican Church is concerned, 
we are one of the four district 
churches which make up the 
parish of West Slough; as far as 
the Catholic Church is concern- 
ed, St Andrew’s is part of the 
parish of Our Lady of Peace, 
Burnham. 

Because we are still not able 


to share in the Sacrament of the 
Body and Blood of Christ, we 
celebrate our own Eucharists; 
but occasionally one communi- 
ty celebrates the Eucharist, and 
the other is present with its priest 
to administer the reserved sacra- 
ment. This has included Holy 
Week and the Christmas “mid- 
night mass”. Whenever we are 
asked to host a special service 
for an organisation such as the 
Scouts, we try to ensure that it 
is led by members of both Chris- 
tian communities. For example, 
when the carnival committee 
comes to the Anglican Eucharist 
the week before the Cippenham 
Carnival, a Catholic Deacon 
preaches. In those ways we 
always try to demonstrate our 
sharing of a common concern 
for all in our area. Perhaps one 
of the most important things we 
can do is to act as a sign and a 
welcome to the whole com- 
munity. 

Of course, although we are all 
enjoined to work for the unity of 
all Christian people, and to be 
concerned for our Christian 
brothers and sisters, we are 
aware that for a percentage of 
the people in our congregation 
St Andrew’s is just a place for 
them to worship — a sort of 
marriage of convenience — and 
they are only dimly aware of the 
other lot! Nevertheless, there is 
a committed nucleus of people 
who work hard in the cause of 
unity, who are prepared to be 
open with one another. 

Our sharing extends not just 
to “church” activities, but to 
social, fund-raising and 
charitable work and very often 
it is in these settings that real and 
lasting Christian friendships 
have been formed. Our pan- 


tomime raised £1 ,4000 this year 
for the local hospice and the 
Samaritans; our second-hand 
furniture mart helped to pay our 
initial debt and now raises 
money to enable the building to 
be let at reasonable rents; our 
monthly joint jumble sales send 
money . to local and national 
charities. At the moment we are 
together working to raise 
£15,000 to renovate the church 
organ, which has an important 
role in our shared musical 
tradition. 

We certainly have to “walk 
by faith”. Much depends on the 
ability to exercise charity and 
goodwill. Anglicans must not 
feel threatened by the larger 
Catholic congregations. We 
have to remain loyal to our own 
Bishops and beliefs, while at the 
same time seeking to reach for- 
ward and encourage others to 
follow us. We have to remember 
that because we were the first, 
we cannot sit back since we 
often discover at ecumenical 
gatherings that similar churches 
have reached further forward. 

We have to remember that our 
call still remains to draw others 
into the community of the 
Church, believing that eventual- 
ly that community will in fact be 
one as we believe Our Lord 
desires. 

Michael Westney 
Timothy Russ 


Church: Anglican — St An- 
drew’s is in the Anglican parish 
of West Slough which also in- 
cludes St George’s, Britwell, St 
Michael’s, Witby Road and St 
John’s Manor Park. Roman 
Catholic — Mass Centre in 
Parish of Our Lady of Peace, 
Burnham. 

A typical mission church 
dedicated to St Andrew was 
erected in Cippenham in 1934. 
In 1966 the Roman Catholics — 
who until then had said mass 
where they could — began to 
use its church hall. However, 
they needed a permanent place 
of worship. The Anglicans had 
a piece of land and plans to 
replace the 1934 building, and 
so the two communities decid- 
ed to share their resources. 
Despite the difficulties, the new 
St Andrew’s church/community 
building opened in 1970 manag- 
ed by a limited company of 
Catholics and Anglicans. 
Clergy Team: Anglican — The 
Revd Michael Westney (West 
Slough Team Rector and Team 
Vicar of St Andrew’s), the Revd 
Bill Hetling (Team Vicar, St 
Michael’s), the Revd Peter 
Faulkner (Team Vicar, St 
George’s) and the Revd Frank 
Wright (Team Vicar, St John 
Baptist). Roman Catholic — the 
Revd Tim Russ (Parish Priest) 
and the Revd Kenneth Bowen 
(Assistant Priest). 

Sunday Services: Anglican — 
9.30am Eucharist. Roman 


Catholic — 11.30am and 
6.30pm Mass. 

Other services: Anglican — 
Thursday Eucharist and monthly 
Eucharist with laying on of 
hands. Roman Catholic — Mass 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
7pm. 

Sunday School: Anglican — 
9.30am in church building. 
Children rejoin services at ‘The 
Peace’. 

Youth Club: Anglican — Small 
group (eight) meet in church 
building on Sundays and share 
in worship. Two leaders. 

Bookstall: Each Anglican 
church in the parish receives a 
monthly visit from a travelling 
bookstall. 

Parish Magazine: Anglican — 
‘Contact’, the parish magazine, 
is published monthly. Roman 
Catholic — the Our Lady of 
Peace ‘Parish Bulletin’ is 
published weekly and includes 
a St Andrew’s page. 

Other activities: Anglican mis- 
sionary link with USPG. Joint 
Anglican/Roman Catholic 
shared Bible study groups — one 
weekly and two monthly. Also 
joint fundraising (jumble sales 
ifor national and local charities, 
«music marathon, cake making 
<etc) to raise £15,000 to repair 
^church organ. Parish afternoon 
for Anglican churches in the 
parish on October 21. 


September 

ordination 

THE following will be ordain- 
ed to the diaconate on 
September 30: 

SS Peter and Paul, Buck- 
ingham at 10.30am: 

Dr Nigel Bigger, Mr Brian Blackshaw, 
Mr Ron Bundock, Mr Norman Dick, Dr 
John Edmonds-Seal, Miss Ruth Green, 
Mr Adrian Hopwood, Dr Phoebe Swart- 
Russell. 

St Mary the Virgin, Witney, 
at 10.30am: 

Mr Vernon Ball, Mr Wazir Chand, 
Mrs Pat Johns, Mr Stephen Lambert, Mr 
Michael Rigby, Mr Colin Sanders. 

The following will be or- 
dained to the priesthood at 
Christ Church Cathedral on 
September 30 at 10.30am: 

The Revd Ivor Cornish, The Revd 
Tom Hewson, The Revd John Lewis, 
The Revd Martin Partridge, The Revd 
William Pryor, The Revd Christopher 
Tadman-Robins, The Revd John 
Vellacot, The Revd Allan Woods. 


March for Jesus 

The following Marches are 
planned: 

AYLESBURY: Assemble 10am at 
South Court Baptist Church. Arrive at 
Market Square about 11.30 for prayer 
and assembly. Evening celebration and 
gospel presentation at 7.45pm at South 
Court Baptist Church. Contact Mrs C. 
Campion, 0296 436906. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: Assemble 11am 
on The Rye, opposite' Trinity URC. 
March 12 noon. Return to The Rye at 
12.45pm. 

OXFORD (city): Assemble at Oxpens 
recreation ground at 10.15am for pre- 
march rally. March at 10.30 round City 
finish back at Oxpens at 12.30pm. Even- 
ing celebration at St Matthew’s, 
Marlborough Rd, 7.30pm. Contact Phil 
Sutton, 0865 750904, Neil Grady, 0865 
247075. 

OXFORD (Headington): Assemble 
10.30am Bury Knowles Park for pre- 
march service. Back to park for 12pm. 
Contact Eric Brignall, 0865 688388. 

READING: Assemble Whitley Hall 
Methodist Church 11am. March to St 
Paul’s Church (approx 2 miles) arriving 
lpm for service. (Contact E. Brazell. 
0734 874448). 

SLOUGH: Slough Combined Chur- 
ches. Assemble at Salt Hill Park at 10am 
arrive High Street 11am. Contact R. 
Scott, 0628 605718. 

For more information, or to register a 
march if you are planning one in your 
area, contact: March for Jesus Where 
You Live, PO Box 79c, Esher, Surrey. 
KT10 9LP. Tel. 0372 63528. 

Representatives organising other mar- 
ches in the Diocese are: AMERSHAM: 
D. Stephenson, 0494 724279; BAN- 
BURY: Ray Gill, 0295 268351; 
CARTERTON: Roger Humphreys, 0993 
842429; CHALFONT ST PETER: G. P. 
Brown, 0753 885438; CHIPPING NOR- 
TON: W. Smith, 0608 642776; 
COOKHAM: Brian Clews, 081 843 
3328; DEANSHANGER: M. Noody. 
0908 566927; FARNHAM COMMON: 
S. Cozens, 0753 646373; 

HAZLEMERE: D. Allsop, 0494 23191; 
NEWBURY: P. Jones, 0635 40172; 
NEWPORT PAGNELL: E. Bale, 0230 
65443. 

READING: Graham Luke, 0734 
883611, J. Hayward, 0635 62778, C. 
Prieston, 0734 67526; THAME: M. Par- 
fitt, 084 421 6467; WANTAGE: Eric 
Lawrence, 02357 7646; WITNEY: 
Roger Cole, 0993 779102. 

See main story Page 3. 


PETER G. JOHNSON 

General Builders 

For all your general building 
requirements large or small. 

Tel: Oxford 
(0865) 728494 



I. R. GRIFFIN 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAPERHANGING & TEXTURED 
CEILINGS AND WALLS 

* Free Estimates * 

All work carried out by qualified 
tradesmen 

TELEPHONE 
READING (0734) 697109 






FREE INTRUDER ALARMS 
WITH EVERT ORDER! 

PARAGON WINDOWS 


NO DEPOSIT 

ONLY £1599 + 
VAT 


TEL: (0993) 86791 


Buys any 6 white uPVC 
windows, expertly fitted with 10 
year guarantee. Double glazed. 
Locking handles as standard. 2 
openings per window. 

Offer excludes special glass and designs. 


For more 
information 




;■*> 


BEAUTIFUL GARDENS by 


LANDSCAPE GARDENING SERVICES 

★ Landscaping ★ Garden clearance ★ Patio and 
drives ★ Tree felling and pruning ★ Patios 

★ Fishponds ★ Land drainage ★ Lawn mowing 

★ Swimming pool maintenance 

PRIVATE OR CONTRACT WORK UNDERTAKEN 
For helpful advice and quotations: 

READING (0734) 341094 

207 LONDON ROAD, RUSC0MBE, Nr TWYF0RD 
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SEPTEMBER 

Sat 2. ROTHERFIELD GREYS. 

Church fete at Greys Court, 
2pm-4.30pm. Details: R. Colton, Henley 
573357. 

Thurs 6. BANBURY. Healing Service 
at St Paul’s Church, Warwick Road, 
7.30pm. Details: Revd Dr David Thom- 
son 0295 264003. 

Fri 7. WITNEY. Cheese and wine par- 
ty to preview 5th Annual Art Exhibition. 
Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin, 
7.30pm-9.30pm. £2. Details from The 
Rectory, 13 Station Lane, Witney, Oxon. 
Fri 7. Sun 9. PORTSMOUTH. Cather 
ington House. Retreat for MU members. 
£34. Details: Cathy Norman, „ 0705 
593251 

Sat 8. UPTON, Slough. Medaeval fay re 
at St Laurence’s Church, 10am-4pm. 
Sat 8. STOKENCHURCH. Fashion 
Show, New Community Centre, Tipp- 
ings Way. Clothes from ASDA (George 
Davis) and Glad Rags (High Wycombe) 
and Chris Cook Wedding Hire of Stoken- 
church, 7.30pm. £3 or children and 
OAPs £1.50 for church extension fund. 
Details: 0494 485129. 

Sat 8. HIGH WYCOMBE. Prayer for 
Wycombe, 7.30pm-9.30pm. The Pasture 
Church, Downley, High Wycombe. 
Details: Dave Allsop, H. Wycombe 
4428422. 

Sat 8. MONKS RISBOROUGH. St 

Dunstan’s Church Fete, 2-5pm. Details: 
D. Dewick 08444 3016. 

Sun 9. LOCKINGE. Betterton House 
garden open (2 miles east of Wantage on 
A417), 2-5. 30pm. Display by Wantage 
gymnasts, Abbey Brass Band and many 
other attractions in beautiful garden. In 
aid of Ardington and Lockkinge chur- 
ches. Car park £2. Free admission. 
Mon 10-Sat 15. WHITCHURCH ON 
THAMES. “Agincourt Field”, a grand 
pageant performed in the grounds of 
Hardwick Hall in aid of St Mary’s Ap- 
peal. More details from 0734 
843219/842709 or 0491 960544. 

Fri 14. WADDESDON. St Michael & 
All Angels 800th anniversary celebra- 
tions. Gilbert & Sullivan evening in 
village hall. Details: 0296 658023. 

Sat 15. CLAYDON. Grande Fete at 
Claydon House near Winslow by permis- 
sion of the National Trust. Flower festival 
in church, Morris dancers, bands, etc. 
From 2.15pm. 

Sat 15- Wed 19. NEW BRADWELL. St 

James’ Flower Festival and Craft Display 
from 10am-4pm to launch Church roof 
saver appeal. Brochures 50p. 

Sat 15. STOKENCHURCH. ALBA in 
concert (Joanna Brockbank, flute & Iain 
George, guitar;. Parish church of SS 
Peter & Paul, 7.45pm. £3.50 inc 
refreshments. For church extension fund. 
Details: 0494 485129. 

Sat 15. HARWELL, (nr Didcot). Two 
workshops: Creative Organ, Creative 
Piano Accompaniment. St Matthew’s 
Church. £8. Details: Campbell Smith, 10 
Garth Road, Didcot, Oxon OX11 7JG, 
0235 814754. 

Sat 15. MARCH FOR JESUS. See page 
19 for details of individual marches. 

Sat 15. SLOUGH. Combined Churches. 
March for Jesus. Assemble at Salt Hill 
Park 10am, arrive High Street 11am. 
Sat & Sun 15/16. FARINGDON. Coun- 



cil of Churches United Town Flower 
Festival. 38 displays in All Saints’ 
Church from 10am. Admission free. 
Sun 16-Fri 21. EXETER. “12,000-mile 
Service”: a relaxing break with The 
Society of Mary and Martha for people 
in Christian ministry and their spouses. 
£60 inc. Details: Dr Sarah Horsman, The 
Society of Mary & Martha, PO Box 2, 
Christow, Exeter, EX6 7FB, 0647 
52752. 

Wed 19-Sun 23. CUMNOR, Oxford. 
Parish Festival. ‘‘Son et Lumiere” in St 
Michael’s Church, 5 evening perfor- 
mances. Flower festivals at St Michael’s 
21-23, St Mary’s 22 & 23. History Socie- 
ty exhibition at the Old School 22 & 23. 
Details: P. Sturges, 17b High St, Cum- 
nor, Oxford. (0865) 862820). 

Wed 19. WANTAGE. Healing Service, 
Parish Church of St Peter & St Paul. 
Eucharist with laying on of hands. 8pm. 
Details: 02357 2829. 

Thurs 20. CHIPPING NORTON. 
Cookery demonstration by Mary Berry. 
Chipping Norton Theatre, £12.50 for 
Chastleton Church Bell Appeal. Details: 
Revd Glyn Evans 0608 74313. 

Thurs 20. PORTSMOUTH. Silent Day 
at Catherington House. Read, pray, think 
and be still. Details: Cathy Norman 0705 
52752. 

Thurs 20-Tues 25. OXFORD. Guitar 
course on Thursday evenings 
7.45pm-9.30pm. £12. Limited to six 
places. Details: James Goodman, “Khot- 
song ”, 34 Howard Street, Oxford OX4 
3BE. 0865 721671. 

Fri 21-Sun 23. CAVERSHAM. 

St Andrew’s Flower Festival “Life of 
Christ in Flowers” for cancer charities. 
Fri & Sat from 10.30am coffees, lunches 
& teas. Sat choir concert 8pm in church. 
Sun from 2.30pm, 6.30pm Evensong & 
Songs of Praise, 9. 15pm Harvest festival. 
Details: Norman Kent 0734 

475472/479378. 

Sat 22. FENNY STRATFORD. St Mar 
tin’s Open Day, 10am-5pm. Floral 
displays, recitals, refreshments. Concert 
7pm. Details: Revd S. Huckle 0908 
72825. 

Sat 22-Sun 23. BRIGHTWELL-CUM- 
SOTWELL. St Agatha’s. Celebration of 
harvest and flowers with historical ex- 
hibition, 10am-6pm. Refreshments. Pro- 
ceeds to Church Urban Fund. 

Sun 23. SEER GREEN, (Nr 
Beaconsfield). Service for Wholeness & 
Renewal with laying on of hands with 
Revd Tenniel Evans, 6pm. Holy Trinity 
Church. All Welcome. Details: Revd W. 
Whiffen 0494 675013. 

Sun 23. OXFORD. St Clement’s 
Church, 3pm. “Walk the Plank”, 
Diocesan youth event for 16-25 years 
olds. Workshops, worship, bam dance. 
Details Shirley Blay, Diocesan Church 
MOUSe, U803 244!>t>t). 

Mon 24. WORCESTER. Guild of 
Vergers Southern Rally at the Cathedral. 
Details: John Lazenbury 0793 521098. 
Tues 25. CIRENCESTER. A clergy & 
Ministers Sharing Day at Hamhill Cen- 


Coming in the October DOOR 

A four page supplement with the arguments for and against the 
ordination of women to the priesthood sponsored by the Bishop's 
Council as a basis for discussion in the Diocese. 

What is Christian healing? 

All about the new ordinands 

Ideas and activities for One World Week 

Make sure of your copy! 


ommcare 

INDEPENDENCE THIS SUMMER 

SEE OUR RANGE OF POWERED 
WHEELCHAIRS. SCOOTERS AND 
LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 


Si 


jCMWBCM 


MULTI STOREY 
CAR PARK 
Ground Floor 
Disabled Parking 


EXCHANGE ST 


The local response to all your needs with 
many items to help you with improved 
indepence and mobility. 

omnicare cent 


Monday to Friday 9-5. 30pm 
58B High Street 
Aylesbury. Tel: 415003 


r e 




ire of Christian Healing, 10am-3pm. 
Details: Revd Hugh Kent, 0285 850283. 
Fri 28-Sun 30. ASTON CLINTON, 
Bucks. “Highdays & Holidays” a flower 
festival at St Michael & All Angels Parish 
Church. Fri & Sat from 10am. Sun from 
_ 1pm. For Imperial Cancer Research and 
church funds. Details: Jean Buchanan 
044 282 4583 or Gill Anderson 049 481 
2979. 

Sat 29. BLEWBURY. A concert 
dedicated to the memory of the late 
Canon Hugh Tickles. Requiem in D 
Minor, Bruckner. Five Mystical Songs, 
Vaughan Williams. St Michael’s Church, 
7.30pm. Tickets £4 (£2.50 concessions) 
from the post office or from Edna 
Tankard, “Mellieha”, Chapel Lane, 
Blewbury, tel: 850852. 

Sat 29 & Sun 30. MARSH GIBBON. 
“The Old Testament”, a flower festival 
at St Mary’s Church, 10am-6pm. Light 
refreshments. 

Sat 29. NEWBURY. Launch of ‘The 
History of St John’s, Newbury’, 12-4pm 
in St John’s parish room. Author 
available to sign copies. Incorporating ex- 
hibition of items of church history. 
Details: R. Gibbs 0635 42765. 

Fri 28. BRACKNELL. Adrien Snell, in- 
ternational singer/composer in “Heart for 
a whole world” including premier of new 
album “Father”. In aid of the Leprosy 
Mission. Kerith Centre, 8pm. Tickets 
£4.50 (young people and pensioners £3) 
from Greyfriars Centre Bookshop, 
Reading or ring 081 643 4896. 

Sat 29. OXFORD. The Revd E. M. 
Wright celebrates the Silver Jubilee of his 
ordination. Bishop of Oxford presiding. 
Bishop of London preaching. Solemn 
High Mass at 11am in St Barnabas 
Church. Details: 0865 57530. 

Sat 29. READING. “Chain of Love” 
concert CMS & Garth Hewitt. A multi- 
media concert with a Middle Eastern 
flavour. Special guests. Details: Andrew 
Morton 071 928 8681. 

Sat 29-Sun Oct 7. DEDDINGTON. SS 
Peter & Paul Church Flower Festival, 
I0am-5pm, reflecting festivals of the 
church year and community life. Admis- 
sion free. Refreshments. Details: E. 
Johnson 0869 38355. 

Sun 30. WADDESDON. 800th An- 
niversary Patronal Festival. St Michael’s 
Church, 6.30pm. The Bishop of Oxford. 
Details: 0296 658023. 

Sun 30. HENLEY. Young Farmers 
Clubs County Harvest Festival Service. 
St Mary’s Church, 6.30pm. Details: 
Revd Glyn Evans 0608 74313. 
SPONSORED BICYCLE RIDE 
organised by Historic Churches Trust on 
Saturday, September 8, 10am-6pm. 
More details on page 9. 

SPECIAL OFFER. Theology, the bi- 
monthly journal will cost £15 for the year 
Sept 1990-Sept 1991. Thanks to help 
from the ODBF all clergy and women 
workers holding the Bishop of Oxford’s 
licence and on his pay-roll are offered a 
half-price subscription for £7.50. Ap- 
plication forms from: Revd John 
Sergeant, 37 Rectory Crescent, Middle 
Barton, Oxford OX5 4BP, tel: Steeple 
Aston 40622. 

BIRMINGHAM UNIVERSITY has 

laid on a warm welcome for new students 
starting in September. For details of the 
programme and services ask them to con- 
tact Revd David Smith, St Francis Hall, 
University of Birmingham, Birmingham 
B15 2TT, tel: 021-455 0287. 
BRACKNELL. “The Authority of the 
Bible”, a series of lectures on Monday 
evenings at 8pm in Langley Hall. Oct 1 . 
“A Catholic Viewpoint”, Revd Robert 
•Murray; Oct 15. “Has the Bible an 
Authority for Today?”. Canon Raymond 


Hammer; Oct 29. “Why Biblical 
Criticism?”, Prof D. Nineham; Nov 12. 
“The Poetry of the Bible”, Rt Revd P. 
Walker; Nov 26, “An Orthodox Ap- 
proach”, Father Basil Osborne; Dec 10. 
“An Evangelical Approach”, Revd 
David Wenham. Details: Mr D. Stratford 
0734 65340. 

OXFAM WEEK. 29 September- 
October 6. Volunteers urgently need- 
ed for house-to-house collections. To 
volunteer in the Reading area tel: Ver- 
non Welch 0734 873163 or Sue Errington 
0734 874515, elsewhere in the Diocese, 
Andrew Fenton 0865 742000. 

FOR SALE - SECOND HAND 
CASSOCKS. Ex-Cathedral. Crimson 
wool, double breasted with belts. 
Assorted sizes men and boys. Inexpen- 
sive. Tel: Mrs Huins 0865 790874. 

OCTOBER 

Tues 2. READING. The Bishop of 
Reading invites friends of BCTS, course 
members, parish staff to a service in 
celebration of the work of the scheme, St 
Mary the Virgin, 8pm. 

Thurs 4. BANBURY. Healing Service. 
St Paul’s Church, Warwick Road. 
7.30pm. Details: Revd Dr David Thom- 
son 0295 264003. 

Thurs 4-Sat 6. COVENTRY. Festival 
of Ecclesiastical Crafts. Cathedral 
Precinct. Ceramics, memorials, 
stonework, embroidery (including our 
own Cathedral embroiderers), furniture 
etc. £2 admission party rate, £3 in- 
dividual. Details: 0327 61277. 

Fri 5-Sun 7. HIGH WYCOMBE. 
Harvest Flower Festival, All Saints 
Church. Refreshments, music, em- 
broidery, lace-making, bell ringing, 
harvest supper. Preview from 7.40pm on 
the 4th. £5. For church restoration. 
Details: 0494 448214. 

Sat 6. NEWBURY. Revd Colin Ur- 
quhart leads a day of teaching & ministry 
at St Nicolas’ Church. 10am. Evening 
celebration at 7.30pm. Details: Mark Rye 
0635 35806 or Brian Jones 0635 34875. 
Sat 13. STOKENCHURCH. Church of 
SS Peter & Paul, a return visit of the 
Bisham Riverside Concert Band. 
7.45pm. £2.50 inc cider, bread & cheese. 
For church extension fund. Details: 0494 
482384. 

Sun 21. CHIEVELEY. Janet Coxwell, 
soprano & Adrian Bawtree, organ, in 
concert at St Mary’s, 8pm. £4.50 inc 
wine. Tickets & details: Mrs M. 
Richards, Briars, East Lane, Chieveley, 
0635 248342. 

Tues 23. HIGH WYCOMBE. Guild of 
Vergers area meeting. All Saints Church 
from 2.30pm. Buffet tea & Evensong. Rt 
Revd John Bone, Bishop of Reading 
preaching. Details: John Lazenbury 0793 
521098. 

Sat 23. MILTON KEYNES. The Cross 
and Stable Church. Day of Renewal on 
the theme “I will make all things new” 
with Bishop Ban it Chiu and the Revd 
Gethain Abraham-Williams and directed 
by the Revd John Knight, 10am-5pm, 
healing service 3.30pm. All denomina- 
tions welcome. Details: Mrs Diane 
Revitt, 1 Austen Avenue, Olney, MK46 
4DL. Tel: 0234 711788. 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 3. AYLESBURY. “Recovering 
Mission” a day of seminars and 
workshops for all involved in the 
worldwide mission of the church. 
10am-3.30pm at Church of the GoOd 
Shepherd, Southcourt. £2. Details and to 
book: Miss Glenys Williams, 1 1 Priory 
Court, Harlow, Essex, CM 18 7AX. 

Mon 26-Fri 30. CROWHURST, 

(Sussex). Teaching course for clergy & 
doctors on Church’s Ministry of Healing. 
Details: Revd Ray Jones, Church’s 
Ministry of Healing, The Old Rectory, 
Crowhurst, Nr Battle, Sussex, TN33 
9AD. Tel: Crowhurst 204. 


He is near us 

THE careful reader of Holy Scripture can expect some surprises. 
Psalm 73 ends with the words conventionally translated: “For 
me it is good to be near God” (RSV); or: “It is good for me 
to hold me fast by God” (BCP). But the Hebrew more literally 
reads: “The drawing near of God is my good”. 

It is a fine point, but an important one, and I find it reassur- 
ing. My drawing near to God is, at best, fitful and ill-sustained. 
His drawing near to me is affirmed throughout the Scriptures 
and is unfailing. 

Even when speaking to a pagan audience in Athens, Paul can 
say “He is not far from each one of us, for in Him we live and 
have our being.’’ (Acts 17.27). The author of the book of 
Deuteromony, speaking to the chosen people, is able to assure 
them that “the word is very near you, in your heart and in your 
mouth”. (Dt 30.14). And it is the distinctive message of the 
author of the fourth gospel to the loyal followers of Christ: “If 
a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him”. 
(Jn 14.23). 

This mighty and life-changing truth has often been lost in the 
life of the Church, lost in a jungle of conflicting doctrines and 
ecclesiastical practices. It has had to be recaptured over and 
over again in the great teachers of the spiritual life. Hear from 
example the words of William Law (1686-1761), born at Kings 
Cliffe in Northants: 

“You see hear and feel nothing of God because you seek him 
in books and controversies, in the Church and outward exer- 
cises, but there you will not find him until you have first found 
him in your heart. Seek for him in your heart, and you will 
never seek in vain, for there he dwells.” 

We do not have to go up to heaven to bring him down, or 
across the sea to bring him back, for he is very near to you. 
The Psalmist was right: “The drawing near of God is my good”. 

Stuart Blanch 

Lord Blanch is the former Archbishop of York , and the author of numerous 
books. He lives near Banbury. 


Penny’s winning ways 



A CHOIR girl from St John the Baptist’s Church, Cookham, 
near Maidenhead, has sung her way into the final of the BET 
Choir Girl of the Year competition. She is 14-year-old Penny 
Neill, who won first place in the London and Home Coun- 
ties regional final and is pictured receiving her certificate 
form Mr Ken Barnes, director of the London-based firm, 
BET Plant Services. 

Penny has been singing at St John’s for two years, and 
last year she was placed third in the regional finals. This 
year’s finals will be on October 23 at St George’s Church, 
Hanover Square in London when ten boys and ten girls will 
compete for the two first prizes. 


HELP! 

The West Oxfordshire Adult Placement 
Scheme wants to find caring people in 
Witney and the surrounding area who 
might consider offering a home to an 
adult with learning difficulties. It could 
be for a weekend, a week or more per- 
manently. Full training and constant sup- 
port will be given and the arrangement 
is a paid one. Alison Gackowski on 0865 
841973 can give you more information. 
Sewing Machine Fund to buy more 
machines for young Indian women lear- 
ning to sew for themselves and others 
blisses are provided by the Deep Griha 
Family Welfare Society which also offers 
medical attention, education, etc, to very 
poor children. Mrs Audrey Flower of 
Milton Keynes recently visited the Socie- 
ty's Centre and was much moved by their 
“wonderful work in the midst of appall- 
ing poverty”. One machine costs £60 
(640 rupees) and she would be grateful 
for the smallest donations which can be 
sent direct to Dr N. B. Onawle, Deep 
Griha Society, la Prince of Wales Drive, 
Pune 41101, India or contact Mrs Flower 
on 0908 664293. 

Bishop George Kyaw Mya, Bishop of 
Pa’an in the Province of Burma is known 
personally to many people in the Diocese. 


For several years a painful illness has got 
worse and the Bishop can now only walk 
with intervals of rest. The diocese is soon 
to be divided into two and Bishop George 
will not only be required to establish the 
new Diocese of Toungoo with little or no 
finance, but he will also lose his 35-year- 
old Land Rover, his only means of 
transport in a sparsely populated area. 
Alan Adams has written to ask whether 
any church would consider supporting 
Bishop George to enable him to come to 
this country for urgently needed treat- 
ment. The air fare alone will cost £2,091 . 
Any donations should be sent to the 
Bishop George Medical Appeal, c/o the 
Revd Graham Hullet, 2 Ryland Road, 
Welton, Lincoln LN2 3LM. Surplus 
money will be used to help establish the 
new diocese. 

If you have been to Christ Church 
Cathedral recently you may have been 
into the Chapter House and seen the 
Cathedral shop. It is staffed entirely by 
volunteers some of whom travel from as 
far afield as Abingdon, Wantage or 
Reading. However, Edward Evans, the 
Dean’s Verger who also managed the 
shop needs more helpers. The usual stint 
is three hours each week and he would 
be delighted to hear from you on 0865 
276154. 


ROSEHILL CONTRACT 
FURNISHING LTD. 


A Christian company specialising in 

• POLYPROPYLENE CHAIRS FROM £5.95 + 
VAT (250 + ) 

• FOLDING AND STACKING TABLES 

• ALL TYPES OF UPHOLSTERED STACKING 
CHAIRS FOR CHURCHES 

SEND FOR OUR COLOUR CATALOGUE 

SHOWROOM: 64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD. BUCKS HP9 2JD 



PHONE 

0494 671131 

NOW! 

0494 677212 J 



THE BED SHOP 
5 BELLFIELD PARADE 
BRINDLEY AVENUE 
DOWNLEY 
HIGH WYCOMBE 
BUCKS 
HP1 3 5SX 
0494 448222 

OPENING HOURS: Mon-Sat 9.30am 6pm 
Sun 10am- 1pm 
Wed 9. 30am- 1pm 
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